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Proverbs xxiv. 21, 22. 


My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and neddle 


not with them who are given to change: For their Ca- 
lamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth the Ruin of 
: Nw hho 7 25 ” e 


==} HOSE infamous Rebels, who, about the Middle of 

the laſt Age, made the Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Ireland but one great Field of Blond, the diſmal 
Theatre of all thoſe Prodigies of Impiety which Men 


or Devils could invent or perpetrate, and which 
Earth or Heaven itſelf could ſuffer ; thoſe Rebels, out of their 


Principles of Helliſh Policy and Impudence, were wont to 
mock God with the Solemnity of a pretended Faſt 5 they'd hang 
down their Heads like Bulruſhes, when they intended nothing but 
Debate and Strife, and to ſmite their Brethren with the Fiſts of Wick- 


edneſs : Nor, in a degenerate Age, will there ever be wanting 
ſuch as write after that Hypocritical Copy, ſince nothing's more 
apt to impoſe upon a credulous and unthinking World, than a 


great Pretence to ſevere Religion, and extraordinary Mortification 3 
which, while deluded Innocents take to be unexceptionable Evi- 


dences of Sincerity and Goodneſs, they eafily ſwallow the gaudy 
Bait, and forfeit/all;that Reaſon and Liberty at once, whichother- 


wiſe they graſp at with infinite Fondneſs and Reſolution. 


Cod complain'd of Iſrael of old by his Prof het, chat they ſwghe 


him daily, as a People who had delighted to know his Ways, as a Na- 


tion who did Righteorſneſs, and forſook not. the Ordinances of their 


God : They 4 d of him the Ordinances of : Juſtice, and took Delight 


in approaching to God, Iſaiah lviii. 2. And ſo did the great Pa- 
trons of Faction and Rebellion among our ſelves: They pretended 
to exemplary Severity, and the utmoſt Rigour of Sanctity; the 
moſt compleat Scribe or Phariſee could ſcarce have out- done them. 

Never was ſo much Preaching, ſo conſtant Attendance upon 


what they call'd Sermons, ſo much of God's Will enquir'd after, 


to all Appearance: Never were ſuch fiery Invectives againſt the 
Oppreſſion of the People, nor ſuch pleaſing Promiſes of letting the 
oppreſſed go free, of undoing the beavy Burthens, and of breaking 
ever) Toke, Never had Devotion gotcen ſo entire a Poſſeſlion. of 
Eyes, and Hands, and Tongues; nor did ever any Saints before 


them pretend to ſo cloſe an Intimacy, ſo wonderful a Familiari- 


ty with their Maker: But what was the Caſe of the wretched 
Iſraelites before-mention'd, was the Caſe of theſe, their Hands were 
11 e | | Een B +65 | 
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Cr eee EN EDIEL 
in oh TT and their Fingers with Iniquity; their Lips ſpoke 
Lies, and their Tongues utter d Perverſneſs ; their Feet ran to Evil, 
aud they made Haſte to ſhed innatent Blood; Waſting and Deſtruttion 
were in their Ways, and they had never known the Paths of Peace, 


Iſai. lix. 3, 4, 7; 8. Nor were they Crimes of an inferior 


Alloy, Which could ſatiate their Fury: No; they could not 
be content to waſh their Hands in the Blood of; meaner Perſons, 
their ordinary Fellow- Subjects; nor could d ty Floods of ge. 

nerous and noble Spirits quench their burning Thirſt, unleſs they 
might ſhed the Blood of the Breath of ou Noſtrils, the Anointed of 
the Lord, when he was unhappi! y taken in their Pits. With his ſacred 
Life, fell, not only all thoſe preſent Liberties which Men tmagin'd 
chemſelves poſſeſs d of, but all rational Hopes of their Reſuſcita- 
tion for the future, had not that God, who alone can bring Light 
cout of Darkneſs, by his undeſerv*d Mercy, ſcatter'd thoſe gloomy 
Clouds we were involv'd in; had he not in a miraculous Manner 
reſtor d the Race of that Royal Martyr to the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms, and after all the bidady Srorms of Wars and Ruins, in 
2 gentle and well-boding Calm, laid the Necks of his cruel Ene- 
mies under the righiful Monarch's Feet. 


But while theſe ba rbarous Tronblers of our Iſrael fy thety 


Maker thus with their hypocritical Humiliations, they gave Poſteri- 

a fad and too too juſt a Reaſon to humble themſelves in carneſt 
before his Foot-ſtool : For while the Fanatick Rage of a few Miſcre- 
_ ents, ſtands imputed Ly otir Adverſaries, to the whole Nation, and 
while we fool our ſelves, to this Day, under the juſt Diſpleaſure 
of dur God; for thoſe many and crying Sins which then ruin'd, 
_ and ſtill prevail among us, thoſe Sins, which, tho? then far ſhort 


of their preſent Aggravations, made Way for that fatal Inunda- 
tion of T yranny, Hereſy, Superſtition, Blaſphemy, and worſe than 


Paganiſm in theſe Nations, while the unſanGtify'd Spawn of that 
ſeditious Crew advance the ſame confounding Principles ſtill, 
both with their Tongues and Pens, which then deſtroy'd us, and 
rhe unexperienc'd Raſhneſs of weak and unſteddy Heads, is ready 
to follow and admire them, while theſe Things are notorious, 
if we would indeed avoid the Scorn and Obloquy of Men, and the 
Fet more terrible Judgments of a revenging God, if we ever deſire 


to ſee Mercy and Truth meet together, or Rig hreonfneſs and Pea ce to 


, tach other in theſe Kingdoms any more, it's then our indiſ- 
penfible Concern and Intereſt, to “ Rencunce, abominate, and 
c proteſt againſt that i impious Fact, the execrable Murder, and 
«moſt unparallell'd Treafon committed againſt the ſacred Perſon 
. and Life of Charles the Firſt, our Sovereign of bleſſed Memory, 
, and all Proceedings trending thereto. And for the better Vin- 
4. dication of our Selves to Poſterity, and as a laſting Monument 
ee of our otherwiſe inex preſſible Deteſtation and Abhorrence of 
* 1 nt Villainous and ee Fat, let us this Day, as To 
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“ ful Authority commands us, with all Humility, implore the 
% Mercy of God, that, if it be poſſible, when he makes Inquifi- 
& tion for Blood, the Guilt of that ſacred and innocent Blood, 
« or thoſe other Sins by which God was provok'd to deliver 


& both us and our King into the Hands of cruel and unreaſonable 


„ Men, may not now, or at any Time hereafter, be viſited upon 


Prayers to Heaven, that when that terrible .Inquiſition for Blood 
is made, the deſtroying Angel may ſtill paſs ever us; that thoſe 
horrid Sins, which formerly betray'd us to Miſery, which find 
ſuch ſcandalous and ſhameful Encouragement among us at preſent 

may receive a Check from a ſuperior Hand, and never more get 


an abſolute Maſtery over us: That fince a gracious God hag 


been infinirely moxe merciful te us, than we could reaſonably 


hope for; fince he has hitherto ſpar'd us, and made us the | living | 


Monuments of his Long-Suffering and Patience, we may, as 
we ought, adore his Goodneſs, be thankful for it, and be truly 


penitent under it, Which pious Intentions, that we may the 
more intelligibly expreſs to all the World, let us obey what the 
wife Man in the Name of Cod commands. Let us fear the Lord 


and the King, and not meddle with them who are given to change; for 
their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knows the Ruin F them 
both? With reſpe& to which Words, I hal! 
I. Give you the plain Senſe and Meaning of them. „„ 
II. I ſhall lay down ſuch Heads of Diſcourſe, as J intend at preſent 
to inſiſt on from them. bs V 


I. As for the Exp'ication of the Words, every one knows, that 
the tender Compellation, my Fon! reaches every Perſon who hears 
or reads the Text. Solomon, in the Proverbs, as well as in Eccleſia- 
fes, takes upon himſelf the Perſon of a Preacher, one who, when 
lawfully call'd to that Office, ought to be eſteem'd by his Hearers 
as a Father; he ought to take a fatherly Care of them, to furniſh 
them at all Times with ſound heavenly Proviſion, and with e- 


nough of it, according to that Proportion of heavenly Knowledge 


which God has imparted to him, as a natural Father would do 
for thoſe Children who are the moſt obedient to him; and he ought 
to be attended to, and reverenc'd accordingly: His Office gives 
him Authority, and that Authority ought to be acknowledg'd 
FFF; .. Wor ge LR = : 
Fear thou the Loyd and the King, Fear, in this, as in many other 
Places of Scripture, includes that whole Duty which Men owe ta 
God and to their Superiors; it W Love, Reverence, Ho- 


3 NOUT 


Nor muſt we reſt only in the Formalities of 4 Publick Faſt, but | 
we muſt at all Times, and in all Places, offer up our ſincereſt 
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8 the MY be won by the Converſation of the Wives, -while they behold 8c 
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nour, „ and FEI” Hence, when we are told, "the Fear IN he 6a 
Lord, that is Wiſdom, Job xxvili. 28, it means, chat true Piety in bw, 
all i its Ie, Wiſdom, he being the only tiue wiſe Man, who is I 
oY ally re ligions, as ev 77 one who converſes mueh with Scrip- h 
ture, mu know. Again, he Tranſgreſſion of the Wicked ſays within all 
my Heart, that there is no Fear of God before his Eyes, fays the ve 
Nalmiſt, EV xxxvi. 1.4, e. The Impieties of wicked Men; are ſo many on 
and ſo undeniable, that from the Obſervation of them, my Heart the 
is thoroughly convinc'd, that they are all Atheiſts, Men who have co. 
nothing of Religion i in them, nor have the leaſt ee to That 6 
Duty Which they owe to God. FUN PLE TOO pr 

| Thar. Fear extends as far with Mentee to our Serien, is tat 
evident from that Command, Servants, be ſubject to your Maſters ab 
with all Fear, 1 Pet. it. 18. i. e. be ſubje to them, with a full th 
Regard, to every Particular of that Duty which you owe to them: as 
And the ſame Apoſtle, commanding Wives to be in Subjection to their le 
own Husbands, gives this Reaſon for ir, Chriſtiat Wives ſhould fo 


be ſo ſubje&, that if any obey not the Word, they may alſo, without A 


Jour cha, Converſation coupled with Fear, 1 Per. iii. 2. 1. e. That ev 
they may. be won to the Love of the Goſpel, when they obſerve, ric 
that the Goſpel is is ſo far from weakening the mutual Obligations of 
of Natnre, that it advances and ſtrengthens them; and that it Su 

inſtructs thoſe who embrace it fincerely, not to a Neglect, but to in 
a more ſtrict and compleat ' Performance of their Duty. And tel 
what may yet farther clear the extenſive Meaning of this Word, | Cc 

according to our preſent Determination, we are told, after chat ch 
terrible Miracle in the ſurprizing Death of Ananias and Saphira, Ph 
that Fear came upon all the Church, and upon ar many as heard & or 
theſe Things, Acts v. 11, Where we eannot queſtion, but that e- 1 
very true Member of the Church, conſidering the Apoſtles in this Su 
dreadfully authoritative Action, as undoubtedly conſtituted their e 
Superiors by God, were mov'd to love, to reverence, and to in 
obe y them, with the greater Reverence and Submiſſion. And, if M 
| J miſtake nor, it goes yer farther with reſpect to our temporal re 
Superiors, and to our Superiors ſpiritual, or thoſe who are over us Er 
in the Lord, vis, It intimates Aſſiſtance too, unleſs we ſuppofe M 
that inetd in the Duties of Obedience or Love. Things of an 
rhis Nature are cloſely link'd together by St. Paul, and are indeed to 
in themſelves inſeparable; Render therefore to all iter Dues, Tri- te 
biete to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom N Fear fo whom kt 
Fear, and Honour to whom Honour, Rom. xiii. 7 1 3 4 
Medale not with them who are given to change; i. e. have no- an 

thing to do with thoſe who are anf d and 40 contented diſcon- m 
rented as to prefenr Affairs, unſix'd as to the future: Thoſe who, Wl 1y 
Reuben like, are unſtable as Water; who, in Reſpect to the Church let 
of uw are Neis in cur era 18 'Charioy: * "_— without Water, ra 
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carry 74 550 with Winds, ragi ging Waves of the Sea, foaming out thar 
own Shame. With Reſpect ro the State, are filthy Dreamers, de- 
fling the Fleſh, deſpiſing Dominion, ſpeaking Evil of Dignities. No- 
hing in the Service of God, can be ſo well order'd or ſettled by 
all the Wit and Piety of Kari, tho? wholly regulated by the re- 
veal d Will of God, ac ing to the moſt authentick Explicati- | 
ons: Nothing can be ſo carefully and prudently conſtituted in 
the State, tho enforc'd with all the Arguments of Reaſon and un- 
controul d Experience; but there are now, and ever will be, ſuch 
as will make it their Buſineſs to pick Quarrels with it; to re- 
preſent any Thing that's any way capable of a ſiniſter Interpre- 
tation, under the moſt odious and” frightful Sha pes; ; Who will 
always be complaining of the Diſtem pers of the Times, to which 
they, the Plaintiffs themſelves, contribute the moſt of all others, 
as if they proceeded purely from the Defects of publick Laws, Ec- 
cleſtiaſtical and Civil; who are always projecting pretty Schemes 
for mending the State of publick Affairs; the Nature of which 
Affairs, as their narrow Souls could never comprehend, ſo their 
Schemes are altogether ridiculous and impracticable; who, where- 
ever they creep into Power, will endeavour to promote Altera- 
tions agreeable to their own ſickly Dreams, tho at the Expence 
of whole Rivers of innocent Blood, and univerſal Deſolations. 
Such are thoſe who are given to change, and with whom we, 
in this Text, are oblig'd not to meddle, i. e. we are not to en- 
ter into any Confederacy with ſuch Perſons, not to have any 
Communion or Familiarity with them, unleſs it be to reprove 
them, or to diſcover the Intrigues they are carrying on, as a 
Phy/ician may viſir one ſick of the Plague, to adminiſter to him, 
or a Huſbai may inſinuate himſelf into an Abſalom, to under- 
mine him. We are not to aſſiſt ſuch Perſons by our Advice or 
Supplies; nor in a more indiſcernible Way, by Connivance or 
ſeeming Inſenſibility. To all theſe Things the Word Meddling 
in the Text, extends it ſelf; and whoſoever does, by any ſuch 
Means, favour thoſe who are given to change, while he does not 
repreſs that which it's in his Power to repreſs. He's fo far an 
Encourager of it, and is one of thoſe ungodly 
Meddlers cenſur'd in the Text. He advances, he Qui non pro- 
ani mates, he heads them, and ſo expoſes himſelf. hiber quod 
to the ſame Danger with thoſe of whom the Text prohibere po- 
tells us, Their Calamities ＋ riſe ſuddenly, and who reſt Juber. 
obs the Ruin of them bot)? 

The Calamities threaren'd here, are not common, but unuſual 
add extraordinary Calamities ; Judgments inflied on them im- 
mediately by tne Hand of God, who ſtrikes the Wicked ſudden- 
ly with ſome diſtinguifly d Marks of his Anger, and when they 
leaſt expect it. The Ruin here ſpoken of, is a Deſtruction ſo fa- 
tal and «nk as from which there « ban be no Redemption ; 


— — — ů̃ 5 - 
= A SERMON; preach d on the 
2r ſuch is the original Import of the Word ; and that the Emphaſis 
of them may be underſtood to be the greater, this Ruin is pro- 
pos d by Way of Queſtion, o Knows? Who can determine or ima- 
gine how great, how dreadful thoſe Calamities are, which ſhall 
nat once overwhelm both thoſe who are themſelves given to 


change, and thoſe who have any Meddlings with them? Such 


they are, as no Heart, can concetye, no Words can expreſs them. 
And thus have I given you the true, genuine, and unwreſted 


Incerpretation of the Text. The Propoſitions I ſhall inſiſt on 


from it, are theſe: 


I. That the Connexion between our Duty to God, and our Duty to 
our Superiors, is cloſe and inſeparable, _ „ 


* # 


II. That choſe Perſons who are given te change in Religion, can ne 


ver be true or fait hij ul to the Civil Government. 


III. That the miſchievous Activity of thoſe who are given to change, 


too frequent betray well-meaning, but inconſiderate Perſons into En- 
 ganements and Meddlings with them. 5 : 8 


IV. That the Calamity or Ruin of thoſe given to change, and F 


Such as are concern d with them, muſt needs be certain, ſudden, and 


inevitable. 


I. The Connexion between our Duty to. God, and onr Duty to our 


Superiors, is cloſe or inſeparable. My Son, fear thou the Lord and the 


Ling. Pretend not to fear one, unleſs you really. revereuce the 
other. He who contemns the Deputies of Almighty God, con- 
temns h m who deputesthem. God and by Reprejentatives always 
4inderſtand it ſo, that the Diſhonour put upon thoſe whom they 
employ, reflects upon themſelves. Hence David reveng'd the Af. 
Front put upon his Embaſſadors who repreſented himſelf by Ha- 
uten, with the ſame Severity as if it had been offer'd to his own 


Perſon. And this holds ſo far good, that God looks upon him- 


ſelf as deeply concern'd in all thoſe Injuries and Abuſes offer'd 

to the Miniſters of his Word, as if they were put upon himſelf ; 
O our Saviour authentically informs ns, He who. beareth you, hear- 

eth me; and he who deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth, me; and he who deſpi- 
ſeth me, deſpiſeth him who ſent me, Luke x. 16. If we examine 
the Nature of all ſublunary Things in general, we {hall find, 
that it's impoſſible the World ſhonld ſubſiſt without the Guidance 
of one ſupream Power, T his impartial Examination of Matters, 
brings Men naturally to the Acknowledgment of a God, of whom 
we haye no ſooner entextain'd a certain Notion, but we preſent- 
iy find Reaſon to admire him for his Power, to love him for his 
Goodneſs, and to ſtand in Awe of him for his Juſtice ; which 
Love, and Fear, and Admiration, oblige us neceſſarily to all that 
Regularity generally obſervable in our Actions; ſo that whether 
we intend it or no, they all incline the ſame Way, viz. to the 
Felicity of the Univerſe. What the Exiſtence of a God, a ſu- 
. pream. and infinite Power. effec in the Goverugent of the 


. 


Worly, 


— . n — 5 | © 
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world, the ſame our Superiors, Princes and Governors, in Subor- 


dinacy to that God, act in thoſe ſeveral Parts of the World to 
which they have Relation. The Reaſon and Experience of all 
Men concur in this, that howſoever, by the Management of an 
all wi ſe God, the Confuſion of any one Part of the World may 
conduce to the Quiet and Advantage of all the reſt, ſo that all 


Things are equally ballanc'd ſtill, yet the fame Confuſion muſt 


neceſſarily be the preſent Ruin of that particular Part where it pre- 


vails; for it's an unqueſtionable Principle, that “ That which is ab- 


« ſolutely neceſſary for the happy Subſiſtence of the whole, muſt 


ce be as neceſſary to the happy Subſiſtence of every ſingle Part orf 


Kühne 1 FF 
Now, let any rational Man conſider theſe Things, and he'lt 
ſoon reſolve with himſelf, that if the Subjection of all Things 


to the Power of God, be neceſſary to the Well-being of rhe whole 


Creation, then Subjection to Governors, or human Powers, muſt be 


neceſſary to the Well-being of every particular Confederacy of 


the rational Part of it. On this Ground it is, that where there 
is no Religion but Idolatry, where Chriſt and the Goſpel were 


never known, yet Government is admir'd, ſubmitted ro in the 


moſt abſolute and unreſerv'd Manner, the Perſons of their Princes 
being look d on as ſacred, and their Authority as inviolable. On 


this Reaſon Heathens frequently deify'd their Princes and Emperors, 


imagining, when they did ſo, that thoſe Powers which had been 
ſo beneficial while here below, might, upon their Exaltation to a 
loftier State, have a yet more propitious Influence upon their 
publick Affairs: And thoſe who have been filly enough to ſerve 
a Multitude of Deities, have yet had Senſe enough to conclude,thar 
they could never ſufficiently pay that Veneracion they thought 
due to thoſe new-made Deities, unleſs for their Sakes, and on Ac- 


count of that Reſemblance between their Governors and the Deity, 
they did, upon all Occaſions, ſhew themſelves ſubmiſſive, loyal, 
and faithful to them. Whether God inſtituted any Government at 


all, and what Kind of Government he inſtituted, has been queſti- 
on'd of late Years among Libertines, Republicans, and Athei 3 
and we have had a pretty State of Nature, of which the World 
never knew, but in Dreams and Romances, propos'd, in which there 
was no Government at all, in tedious, verboſe, and ener vous Di, 
tour ſes, not worth half the Pains which has been beſtow'd upon 
them, to expoſe and . baffle them. But that Government is of di- 


vine Original, is ſo apparent from the Word of God; the Force of 


which all, who call themſelves Chriftians, ought to acknowledge, 
and the whole Heathen World, by what we call the Light of Ni- 
ture, enliven'd by common and inevitable Converſation, have fallen 
ſo generally into the ſame Notion; and all of them have thought 
Monarchical Government ſo agreeable to that of Heaven it ſelf, chat 


the. Belief of this has taken ſuch Root in the very meanett of 
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Souls, as has created in them a laſting and irrefragable Principle Ye 
of Reverence to all ſuch as have been lawful , Poſſeſors of 'Monar. We Meſ 
lo Power, © ht , tat SL 0 45103 21, OS int 
The very Cuſtom of deifying their Princes, makes it evident * 
enough, that even the Heathen World ſiippos d Loyalty and Reli. 327 
gion ta be very nearly related to one another : Only among I; 
them it had this unhappy Conſequence, that when, by deifying FRY 
their Princes, they had overſtock' d themſelves with Gods, they Che 
began to grow too familiar with them; and fometimes, on 2 KY 
ſudden Caprice, to fancy there were no other Gods, but only Fi, 
ſuch as were of their own making; and fo, by ſlighting and de. ha 
ſpiſing their ſictitious Deities, they learnt to flight, and deſpiſe,  - 
and hector their Princes too. But even this unhappy Conſe- 4555 
gquence informs us farther of that cloſe Connexion there is, accord-· IP 
ing to common Apprehenſion, between or Duties to God, and 3 : 
our Duties to our lawful Superiors; He who ſlights his God, can ne- e 
ver heartily obey his Prince; and he who contemns his Prince, can of. 
never ſincerely reverence his God. . 5 
And this is an Aſſertion which every ſober Chriſtian, who Þ N 


has purg d himſelf from the filthy Dregs of Popety and Heatheniſm, Pra 
freely owns. He who is intimately acquainted with the Word of 
God, as every Chriſtian ought to be, is ſufficiently aſſuf d, that (af 
Monarchy, or the Government of à conſiderable Body of Men, by a ſin. .* 
Fle Perſon, independent on any viſible Superior, is of divine Right and far 
Original. It's a Kind of Goverment founded in God himſelf, a: 
he is the great and abſolute Head and Monarch of the Univerſe, + 
It's confirm'd in our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt”: He is tha: 


5 OED = F the 

King, whom, in ſpite of the Rage of Heathens, and the vain Ima wi 
Tinations of the People, God has enthron'd upon his holy Hill of Sion, W 1, 
giving him the Heathen for his Inheritance, and the utmoſ# Parts f in 
the Earth for his Poſſeſſion, Pſal. ii. 1, 6, 8. The ſame Govern- 6 
ment is promis'd in thoſe ſeveral Aſſurances of future Felicity 8 
made by God to ſeveral of his moſt eminent Servants; ſo God WM +1 


promiſes to Abraham, with Reſpect to his Wife Sarah, I will bleſs W N. 
Hors and ſhe ſhall be a Mother of many Nations; Kings of People ſpal WU 8. 
be born of her, Gen, xvii. 16. And when Abraham pray'd, that 
Iſhmael might have his Bleſſing too, as if the conſummate Blel- W F, 
ſing of a People confifted in the Settlement of Monarchical G- fo 
-vernment among them, God anſwers his Petition thus, As fot i, 
Iſhmael alſo, I have heard thee :- Behold, I have bleſs'd him, and will 
mate him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly : Twelve Princes 
Pall he beget, and I will make of him à great Nation, Gen. xvii. 20. 

When dying Jacob gave his final ans prophetical Bleſſings to his tr 
Sons, he declar'd concerning Judah, that Son of his, whom hs 
Bret hren ſhould praiſe : The Scepter, i. e. the Royal Government, 

| ſhall not depart. from Judah, nor a Law-giver from between his Feet, I ©. 
until Shiloh come, Gen, xlix. 10. i. e. *rill the long expected of 


| ard Lord of Tards, Rey. xix. 16. 


of, God our Saviour, Ver. 3. 


b 


. 
1 


b 
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| Meſſias ſhould appear. And when God, by Moſes, informs the I, 

raelites of what Things ſhould befal them after their Settlement 
in the promis d Land, among other Things, he tells them, that 
| they world deſire a King, that they too, in Print of Government, might 
be like the Nations which were round about them, Deut. xvii. 14, 15, 
cc. But he's ſo far from forbidding any ſuch Ambition, that, in- 
ſtead of fo doing, he gives them admirable Directions for the 
Choice of him, and promiſes them his own Concurrence with 
them in it, as he effectually did afterwards, firſt in the Choice of 


Saul, and then of David, to be their King. God himſelf honours 
the Royal Title with the moſt glorious Character and Original 
in the World, I have ſaid ye are Gods, and ye are all of you Chil- 
dien of the moſt High; tho', to keep them from thinking too high- 
ly of themſelves upon Account of fo great an Honour, he puts 
them in Mind of their frail Condition, vis. that they ſhould die 
like Men, Pſal. 1xxxit. 6. And when Almighty God, for the Support 


of drooping Mankind, promis'd them, by his Meſlengers, the - 


greateſt Bleſſings miſerahle Mankind was capable of, it was by & 
King who ſpou'd reign in Right eonſſieſs, Iſai. xxxii. 1. by à righteors 
Branch whom he would raiſe to David, à King who ſhou d reign and 


; proſper, in whoſe Days Judah ſhovld be fad, and Iſrael ſhonid dwell = 
| ſafely: and his Name ſhould be The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. xxlii. 


5, 6. In Purſuance of which Title to an abſolute Sovereignty, the 
ſame Meſſias carries that Name written on his Thigh, King of Kings, 


þ ” 


This being the Original of Monarchy in particular, and it being 
the great Felicity of theſe Nations, to be bleſs'd by Providence 


with ſuch a Government, (for tho we run backward even to fa- 


bulous Antiquity, we can find no ſuch Thing as a Commonwealth 
in Contradiſtinction to Monarchy among us) a good Chriſtian muſt 
needs know that it's his Duty, and his indiſpenfible Duty too, 
to ſuhmit himſelf ro the King, to pay all that Obedience to him 
which he's capable of, as an Earthly God, as ſole Monarch of theſe 
Nat ions; and all this not only for Fear of Wrath, but for God's 


Sake, and Conſcience too. St. Paul's Fxbortation carries an un- 


anſwerable Authority along with it: I exhort, that firſt of aft 
Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made 


for all Men, for Kings, and all who are in Authority, that under 


them we may lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſ aid Ho- 


2eſty, I Tim. ii. 1. The Welfare of ſuch publick Perſons, is a p- 


lick Bleſſing, and therefore to be valu'd and pray d for above all 


worldly Bleſlings. A free and ſecure Profeſſion of Religion, or 


true Godlineſs, is the End propos'd to excite us to ſuch Devo- 
tions; therefore thoſe very Devotions mult be a Part of true and 
unfeign'd Godlineſs; of which we may be the better aſſur'd, 
ſince the Apoſtle declares, that it's good and acceptable in the S gut 


— . 


* * yy — — —— on Eee 1 * * — - rot bs - — 
_ — 1 8 1 ** . AG ” J " = — 4 — 8 
— 4 CE i * 8 Ow IE 1 S FS, 
Po: ha WES Bc : 3 + y - . : e 
T — > . — — . p 
8 — * n 
. FOUND ö - > - g 8 — — 4 


— — 


EY — IR AC — ES 
. — 21% * Lug 3 


. — 


0 — — 


—_— 
r 
— — 


„ 


— 8 K 


Ic's a Curſe with which the Reprobate Iraelites are threaten'd by 
the Prophets, that when they were in their greateſt Miſeries, when 
they were bungry and faint, inſtead of R-pentanregthey ſhoweld fret them 
el ves, and curſe their God and their King, If. viii. 21. Andit'sadiſmal 
Curſe indeed, to be-drawn to curſe or blaſpheme all thofe whoare a 
Bleſling to us. What End they muſt expect, who dare to curſe their 
God, Job's Wife teaches us, when ſhe perſwades her Huſband not to 


trouble himſelf about Futijrity, but to curſe God and die, Job ĩi. 9. Sie 


had as good have advisd him to blaſpheme hy Maker, and be 
damn d; and ſhe well deſerv'd the Title of one of the fooliſh Wo. 


men for her Counſel. Fo curſe the King, Eccleſ. x. 20. tho but 


privately, and in our own Hearts, is forbidden; and if curſing the 
King fall under the Notion of reſiſting him, St. Paul tells us, that 
they who reſift, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation, Rom. xiii. 2. 
1. e. they ſhall fall under the Cenſure of all good Men, under 
the ſevere Reflections of their own guilty Conſciences, as having 


done that of which they are infallibly aſſur'd it is a Sin, and 


under the juſt and eternal Vengeance of Almighty God, unleſs 
2 vigorous Repentance intervene; who will certainly damn all 
ſuch for ever, as affront him in the Perfons of thoſe whom he 
has entraſted with the Government of this World. Now, whe- 


ther to leave Men to commit thoſe Sins, which will certainly 


_ Expoſe them at laſt ro ſuch Perrors, be a judgment or not; or, 
whether it be likely that God's eternal Vengeance ſhould purſue 
Men for doing what, as ſome in our Days ſay, may very well 


eonſiſt with true Religion and ſincere Picty, I think I may freely 


leave to any rational Perſon to determine. | 


If then we examine the bare Principles of true Piety toward God, | 


and of true Loyalty to our lawful Governors, we mult clearly diſco- 
ver their mitra! Coherence with, and Dependance upon one another, 
Our Duty to God requires that we ſhould love him with all ow 
Hearts, Souls, Strength, and Minds; that, as an Evidence of our 
fodoing, we ſhoald love our Neighbours as our ſelves : That we 
mould love our Neighbours ſo, becauſe of that Image of our com- 


mon Creator originally imprefs' d upon their Souls; and the Apo- 


$ 


ftle urges it, and according to the Tendries of Reaſon, He whe 
loves not his Brother, or his Neighbour, whom he has ſeen, how can 


he love Ged, whom he has not ſeen ? 1 John iy. 20. He who loves 


not that of the divine Image, which is diſcoverable by human 


Senſe, how ſhall he love that inviſible Part of the ſame Image, 
which ontgoes the higheſt Flight of our Thoughts, as much as 


the utmoſt Intention of our Eyes? Bur if the Love of our Neigh- 
-bour in general, be a good Proof of our Love to God, our Love to 
ſach as God has ſet over us for our Governors, muſt be a much 
ſtronger Proof of the fame Thing; ſince ſuch Governors have 
vyet more truly Impreſſions of the divine Image upon them, and 
rhexefore they are honour'd with the Title of Gads; which Name 

| | | | SI cannot; 


F . 


=> — © 


* & th» atk. off 


4 


VE — ti — 
Bo — 
- 


2 ” as 


e of Tannary, 174 i | i, 11 


cannot, by the Precedent of any Inſtance in the World, be at- 
tribured to the general Body of Mankind. When we obſerve thoſe 


Methods neceſſarily taken up by the Generality of our Governors, 
for the Management of Provincial or National Affairs, we may at 


the ſame Time obſerve roo, that God is pleas'd generally to be- 
ſtow the Spirit of Government upon them, tho' in different Mea- 
ſures indeed, according to the different Capacities of the Recei- 
vers; which very Spirit of Government is an irrefragable Evi- 
dence, that it's God's Will that ſuch or ſuch a Perſon ſhould pre- 
lide over ſuch or ſuch a Part of the World: But then the Remo- 
val, or taking away of that Spirit, is a Sign of a declining Ge- 
vernment, and of an alienated God, Of all this, we have a re- 
markable Inſtance in the Caſe of Sau!; for the Spirit of God 
came powerfully upon him, when he deſign'd him the Head of 
his Inheritance, 1 Sam. x. 5. and the ſame Spirit was taken from 


him, and himſelf perfectly infatuated, when God deſign'd to 


tranſlate that Monarchy to the Family of Jeſſe, 1 Sam. xvi. 1 4. 


But now, where the Spirit of God i is, there human Reverence is 
due; and they who fail of ſhewing it, can make no reaſonable 
Prerences, however their Admirers may cry them up, to ſound 


and unblameable Religion. Again, the Duty incumbent upon 
Men, with Reſpect to Magiſtrates, is, to honour them, to obe ey 
them in all ſuch Commands as intrench not on that more im- 


mediate Duty which they owe te God, to pay Cuſtom and T he 


bute to them, to be true and faithful ro them in Peace and in 


War, according to the ſeveral Exigences of State 3 to pray for 


them, and to endeavour. to render their Government as eaſy as 
poſlible to them; ſince even the moſt ſhort- ſighted of Subjects can- 


not but be, in ſome Meaſure, ſenſible of that exceſſive Weight of 
publick Cares which hangs upon them who wear Imperial Crowns. 


Now, all this is to be done, as was mtimated before, not only | ſor 
Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake. We are to ſubmit our ſelves to 


ever) Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's Sake, and for the Sake of that 


Religion which we profeſs, that by ſuch Means we ma) put to 
lo the Ig norance of foo iſn Men. All theſe are the great and 

veight y Motives which we have, to be in Subjection to our 
lane Superiors; but all theſe axe Motives of a religious Nature. 


A lawful Prince or Governor therefore can never promiſe himſelf 


any good Uſage or true Security from thoſe Perſons who value 


not the Intereſt or Credit of true Religion, from thoſe who have 
no Fear of God before their Eyes, and who know not ſo mach 


as what Conſcience really means. It's true, there are ſome little 


Guſts of Honour and wor ld) Reputation, which may bear up one 
of thoſe whom they call generous Sonle, to Fidelity and Innocence 


for a while; but jt muſt be in a calm and ſerene Air, and where 
Intereſt ſeems concurrent with them ; not where Storms or Tem- 
Fs 1 ruffle the Skies, or where the Devil thinks it worth” his 
- 50S while 
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A SERMON preachd on the 
while to offer a Temptation ſtrong enough to ſubvert a ſeemingly 
vigorous Re ſolution. Sound Religion in the Subject, is the only 
jaſt. and ſufficient Security to Imperial Thrones; and when true 
Religion comes once to be in a declining Condition, the greateſt 
and moſt powerful Monarchs are but in a tottering and uncertain 
State, and muſt, upon the firſt Turn of Aſfairs, give Place to thoſe 
of loeſer Principles, longer Heads, and craſtier Policies, than them- 
elves, It's true, Religion alone, when throughly underſtood, and 
| heartily embrac'd, which can make Men overlook their carnal In- 
tereſts, and ſcorn to do any: Thing unbecoming Reaſon or Huma- 
nity; it's that which makes Men undervalue every Thing, in 
Compariſon with 4 good Conſcience 5 and where that prevails, Mo- 
narchs may fleep undiſturb'd on the Boſoms of their Subjects, and 
fear no open Noiſe of Arms, nor the inſenſible Motions of Trea- 
ſons or Conſpiracies. So that upon the whole, Piety to God, and 
Fidelity to his Vicegerents in the Government of the World, are 
like Hippocrates his Twins, they laugh and cry, live and ceaſe to 
live at the ſame Time. But hence it follows, e 
II. That thoſe Perſons who are given to change in Religion, as all thoſe 
are who are indifferent in the Matter, can never de diſintereſted 
true to the Civil Government. Religion, where it has taken deep 
Rooting, requires that every Action of a Man ſhould be agreea- 
ble to its Rules: Now, all the Rules of Religion require a /tedd; 
and unſhaken Mind in him who profeſſes it, that Men, calling 
themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould not be like Children, toſs'd to and fro 
with every Wind of Doctrine. Chriſtianity, which is the only true 
Religion, and which is what, we are now concern'd with, always 
looks upon Fidelity to Civil Governments, as one very conſiderable 
Part of itſelf, therefore it requires as great a Steddineſs in Chri- 
ſtian Subjects, as ſuch, and as cloſe and indiſſoluble Adherence to 
ſuch Government: The double-minded Man is unſtabie in ail 'is 
Hays, James i. 8. Not wavering in ſome only, and conſtant in all 
the reſt; but he's unſtable in all, uuleſs we'll allow he's ted) to 
His Intereſty and nothing elſe, and only veers about to every Wind 
as that guides him; and his unſtable Temper ariſes from the Con. 
fritution of his Mind, and not from the Nature of the Subject it's ex. 
ercts'd upon; for then a Mind exercis'd in the Studies and Methods of 
true Religion, world be immoveable, unchangeable. Euſebius, in th? 
Life of Conſtantine the Great, tells us this Story of his Father; 
#* Conftantins Chorus, the Father of the Great Conſtantine, being 3 
true Friend to, and an Admirer of Chriſtianicy, that he migh: 
4. diſtinguith the better between ſuch as embrac'd that Religion, 
t gut ol ſecular Views and Peſigns, and ſuch as embrac'd it out 
. of a Conſcience of its native Excellence, upon the ſudden re 
% quir q of all the Officers about his Court, that they ſhould eitbe- 
5. forthwith facrifice to Idols, or leave their Places to inch 2 
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Wong. Upon this terrible and unexpected Command, ſons, 
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ce Honour. 
ct Difference between his real and pretended Chriſtian-Officers, he 
« preſently caſhier'd the ambitious Apoſtates, but ſtill entertain d 
c and pour'd the higheſt Honours upon thoſe 


join in it. 


who doubtleſs had his Religion to chuſe, 
and in Defiance to the Law of God, ſet up his Caves at Dan ad 1 
Bethel, and oblig'd his ne Subjects to worſhip them, and ſo made 
the ten Tribes to lin, both in Separarion from the ell abliſh'd Sez- 

but the next News we hear | 
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ce CES any farther Diſpute about the Matter, left their Dig- 


“ nities immediately, rather than they would make Shi p-wreck 


et of their Conſciences; but others eaſily laid down their Fait 


« rather than they would loſe their Places, or the appendant 
When that prudent Prince had thus found out the 


« who had ſhewn themſelves firm, and re- 
« ſoly'd to ſuffer, rather than to renounce their 
c Faith; accounting ſuch Perſons unworthy 
to ſerve him, who were afraid or aſham'd 


IIc 58 ar r 
Baohe crigi q9- 
Aa 805 TSS We 0 
oe T0 a Nov ay- 


c to ſerve their Saviour. For how ſhould thoſe vo woyas, Euleb. 
66 ever Tye? their Faith to their Prince, who could de Vita Conſtan, 
« fo eafi/y quit their Principles in Things of a more l. 1. ©. 16. 


(c ſacred Nature! Thoſe who, in Submiſſion 
«K to Temptations, will relinquiſh their oreareſt and moſt im- 


& portant Duties, will very ſeldom have any due Regard to thoſe 


« of an inferior Obligation.“ Would but ſome other Princes 
act upon thoſe Politicł Principles of Conſtantius, they'd ſoon find 


themſelves ſecur'd from all the Inſults of Treaſon and Rebellion. 


God fix'd his own Tem le in the Kingdom of Iſrael, and in the Ci- 


ty of Feruſalem, the great Metropolis of that Kingdom: There he 


ſett1-4 his own Great Name, and thither the Tribes of Iſrael were 
commanded to go up to worſhip him: And before the building 

of that Temple, the Ark, after ſeveral Removes, had for a while 
been fix'd in the ſame Place; thus the whole Way of Divine 
Worſhip, ſettled among that People by the Wiſdom of God him- 
felf, was one and the ſame: All Iſrgelites, equally oblig'd to 
There was no Talk of Mens natura! Freedom, or of 
Liberty, to ſerve God how they pleas'd, or to ſacrifice to him by 


what Hands they pleas'd, or to let offering Sacr ifices to God-altoge- 
ther alone. There was no Talk of tender or ſcrupu/ous Conſciences; the 


Perſons troubled with which, could not come up to an entire C on- 


| formity with the Temple-Worthip ; any Hraelite, who ſhould have 


made ſuch a Plea for « Separation from the eftabiiſhd Rule, mut 
| have done it at the Hazard of his Life. No ſooner had Jeroboam, 
for politick Reaſo ns, 


vice, and in their notorious 140'atry, 
of thoſe ſeparating Tribes, gives us a diſmal Account of Treafs:.: 
Conſpiracies, and Murders. be aud hu Sncceſſors had, by their 
falling from the Tem ple-Serv' ice, put thenſclves out of the Pro- 
tect ion of the God of their Farhers, and, by Conſ-quence, were 
| their full Liberty to revenge ch uur of he Houle of Da- 
| i vid 


. CE ß 


— 2 


— 
— — 4 — 

1 . x x 

n * 


| SS —— Ss, * bs. 
. _ - <a A 
2 = — 


5 8 — A — n a =s 2 —— . = 
mw won ³·Ü-- ore . * = WERE Ty - * 
By Zia ==" r "REN 5 n - - 
: „„ n 
2 , wt 
5 PÞ ma 
»” * 7 


1 


— [es 
* —— — —— 


14 = A | | EKMON peach d on the | 


> A be ; * 2 & 4.3 2 98 . Y a! LAY "Os 
_ tiiny Times, lie Very quietly, aud at their own Eaſe, 4nd for a 
„ AT lang 


: i EY a — 2 
— ” * DEM 


vid upon one another. Firſt. Baaſ}a confpires againſt Nadab the 
Son of Jeroboam, and murthers lim at Gibbethon, 1 Kings xv. 27. 
and immediately aſcends the Regal Throne himſelf. Then Zimri 
contrives the Ruin of Elah the Son of Bagh} and murders him 


too in 4 drunken Fit, and then politickly involving the whole 
Family of Baaſha in the ſame Ruin: He ſets up himſelf for King. 
Before he cculd be warm in his Seat, Omri, the Captain of the 
Hoſt, forces him to end his Life and Government in the fame 


Fire which he had deſperately ſet ro the royal Palace. Imme- 


diately Tibni ſets up for himſelf againſt Omri, but unhappily pe- 
riſhes in the Attempt. 7ehw is ſoon rais'd by Providence, to 


root out the whole Race of Omri; and Jehu's Deſtendants held the 


Throne to the fourth Generation, according to God's Promiſe, 
and then expiring, all Things fell into their former Courſe of 


Murder and Deſtruction: Of all theſe tragical Tranſactions Scrip- 


rure-Story gives us an authentick Relation. It's needleſs to give 
a compleat Detail of all rhe miſerable Revolutions which conti- 


mually harraſs'd that wretched People: But we muſt obſerve what 


I hinced at before, that Zer»boam, by ſerring up his Calves at Da; 
and Bethe); and contriving a folitick Religion, in Oppoſition to 
that of Goa's own Inſtitution; taught the People to rebel againſt 


their God: And when they found themſelves encourag'd by the 


Fxample of their King, to break thoſe Laws which had receiv'd 


ſo terrible a Sanction amidſt the Lightnings and Thunders of 
Nount Sinai, they ſoon learnt to believe, that they might as ſe- 
curely break thoſe Laws, which were render d obligatory on!; 

by an inferior Power; and all the Princes who ſucceeded him, 


tho never fo popular aud obliging, fo long as they took no Care 


10 reduce their Subjects to the regular Worthip of the true God, 


were never able, by all their Arts and Powers, to keep tlioſe 
Subjects in due Bounds of Obedience to themſelves. 
In the Service of God, our S's are principally concern'd; in 


the Civil Government, our Bodies and our Eftates, There are too 
many who ordinarily expreſs a greater Care for the ' Inferior, 
than for the better and nobler Part: But it is a great Weakneſs 
for any Man to believe, that thoſe who can diſpenſe with all 


thoſe Rea ſons which engage them to rake Care of their immortal 


Part, will not as eaſily, upon Occaſion, diſpenſe with all thoſe 


Obligations they have to ſecure their fecular Intereſts. Thoſe 
Perſons who ſeem to trouble themſelves about eternal Salvation, 


care as liitle what Blaſphemies they vent againſt Heaven - nor 


would they ſtick, were it in their Power, to thruft the Almighty 
{rams his Throne, as deſperate Hacket threaten'd at his Execution ; 


which, tho' they fail of, and cannot reaſonably hope for any 


Advantages by, if they conld, yer chey are always buſy to draw 
n more, who may bid Defiance ro Futurity. The ſame Perſons, 
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long Time together have not God either in their Talk or 
Thaughts. If any of theſe Perſons pretend to any Veneration for 
their Temporal Superiars, they'll act in the ſame manner with 
reſpect to them: While they are pleas' d, and live in the Sun- 
| ſhine of their Governor's Favour, they'll be very civil and peace- 
| able 3 but they'll vilify, abuſe, expoſe, and curſe their Princes, 
if there be Occaſion offer d; a ſmall Provocation, a Defeat in the 
moſt extravagant of their Ex pectations, moves them to club a- 
| gainſt their Sovereigns, and to threaten, and, if they can, to 
overturn the Imperial Throne. And fince the Crowns of Princes 
are but the Atchievements of mortal Men, and ſo within the Reach 
of thoſe who are mortal, they'll freely adventure their Lives and 
Fortunes, in hope to riſe to greater Honours upon the Ruins of 
the Publick, and in their ambitious Dreams, whatever their O- 
riginals may be, could earneſtly graſp themſelves at the ſparkling 
Glories of a Cy m. . e 1 Fa" 
Let us examine Things a little farther, and we ſhall find, that 
when Men forget God, he, as a Puniſhment for their Folly, per- 
mits them to forget themſelves ; if they will not endeavour to {ave 
their own Sone, they mall want Wiſdom to ſecure their Bodies, 
or their Temporal Concerns. It's onr Saviour's Doctrine, Matth. 
xvi. 25. Whoſcever will ſave his Life, ſhail loſe it; and whoſoever will 
loſe bis Life, for my Sake, the ſame ſhall ſave it, i, e. Whoſvever 
makes Uſe of unjuſt and unlawful Ways to ſe.ure their worlely 
Eſtates, or Lives; whoſoever will adventure upon Methods nn- 
becoming a Chriſtian, to weather thoſe Storms they may meer 
with here below, ſhall find themſelves deceiv'd, and be ruin'd by 
their own Fineneſles and Compliances 53 but whofoever will ra- 
ther run the Hazard of all, than do any thing diſagreeable to 
their Profeſſion, in what Station ſoever they are fix'd, thoſe 
Men ſhall be ſafe in the midſt of Dangers, and ſhall be ſecure un- 
der the Protection of him for whoſe Sake they are ready to ſuffer 
all Things, how many Enemies ſoever they may meet with upon 
Earth. When Men flight or undervalue the Truth, thoſe very Acts, 
thoſe Shifrings and Changings, by which they hope to eſcape the 
Troubles attending on true Religion, ſhall betray them at laſt into 
the ſame or greater Difficulties. Religion is not a Thing to be rrifled 
with; God, the great Author and End of it, is the ſame Yeſterday, 
to Day, and for ever, With him there is no Fariableneſs, nor Sha- 
dow of turning; and he hates all Levity and Inconſtancy in thoſe 
who call themſelves his Servants. . Therefore, when rhoſe who 
are given to change, fall into continual Perplexiries and Miſcries, 
let us but mark the perfect Man, and behold the Upright, and we 
Mall ſee that the End of that Man is Peace. Integrity and SteU- 
faſtneſs in his Profeſſion, will carry a Man ſafely thro' the 
greateſt Troubles, where all his politick Contrivance fails. 
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16 4 SERMON preach'd onthe 
Some Time before the Appearance of our Saviour in the Fleſh, 
the Jews were, by their Religious Diftrattions, divided into dange- 
rous Fattions in the State; ſo that one Party drawing this Way, 
another the contrary, the Lives of their Princes were, at beſt) 
but very uneaſy ; and even the great Herod himſelf, with all 
that arbitrary Authority, and extreme Rigor he treated them withy 
found it a Work hard enough to quell their turbulent Humours ; 
after his Death, when they were ordinarily under the Juriſdiction 
of the Roman Preſident of Syria, they were every Day running into 
Tumults, Inſurrections, and Rebellions, as Foſephres, a Writer of their 
own Nation, informs us. Nor was it poſſible Things ſhould happen 
_ otherwiſe ; for while Men differ ſo very much in their religious 
Principles, and in the Worſhip of the ſame God, tale diſtinct and ſe- 
parate Courſes, thoſe who are the moſt zealous and ſincere in 
their Pretenſions, whether their Zeal be according to Knowledge, 
or not, will always ſuppoſe it their Intereſt to advance that 
which themſelves take to be Truth, and of a ſaving Nature; and 
therefore they can never patiently acquieſce in the Government 
of thoſe whoſe Belief and Practice they obſerve to be ſo very dij- 
ferent from, or contrary to, their own. As for Inſtance, ſhould it 
happen in the neighbouring Kingdom of France, a Kingdom once 
almoſt equally divided between thoſe of the Roman, and thoſe of 
the Reform'd Religion; ſhould it happen there, that, upon the De. 
miſe of the preſent Monarch, two Princes of the Blond, with equa! 
Right and Title to the Crown, as ſome fancy our Edward the Third 
and Philip of Valois had, but of different Religions, ſhould ſtand in 
Competition for it, would not thoſe of the Reman Communion 
fall in with him whom they took to be their Friend, and thoſe 
who favour'd the Reformation, be on the contrary Side? Would 
they not, while the Right between the Competitors was diſpura- 
ble, ſuppoſe themſelves abſolutely innocent too in their reſpe- 
ctive Adherences? And would they not by that Means tear out 
the Rowels of their native Country, by an uncivil and inteſtine 
F „„ 
Or need we to go any farther than our own diracted County., 
to find what pernicious Effects Diviſions in matter of Religion 
have upon the State? There are ſome particular Schemes of Reli. 
Sion, adapted of themſelves to another Air, never likely to 
ſpread far under the Influence of wiſe, powerful, and well-in- 
form d Princes, which yet can allow the Favorrers of them to fawu 
.on,andcringe toany Monarch ſettled in a full Capacity to curb*em 
when he pleaſes; they can harrangue one of the Roman Commun) 
and applaud his Catholick and unparallel Fd Charity, and mock. God 
with their hypocritical . Than g ivings, for ſo gracious a Benefactor. 
They can fly to the Arms of one whom they ſuppoſe an Enemy 
to Rome, and flatter him with the Character of their Mofes, ab- 
; pointed by God to deliver them from their Romun Captivity, or from 
—_—_ | | — | 1 | — ee 
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his Power, who had ſo auſpiciouſly reſtor d God to bis Kingdom over 
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Conſcience; but they can gladly change them both for High and 


Mighty Lords, or a Commonwealth, in Contradiction to Monarchy; 
and therefore, while they are flattering their preſent Sovereigns, of 
what Religion ſoever, they ate careful to inſtil their Antimo- 
aarchical Principles into the unthinking Vulgar, and taking, Ad- 
vantage of the Indiſcretions and Miſmanagements of others, 
ſtruggle hard to graſp that Power into their own Hands, which 
if any Prince, how well defigning ſoever, ſhall once eutruſt them 


with, unleſs he has always a Reſerve of Power in his own Hands, 
to cruſh them to Pieces with, he may date his certain Ruin from 
that very Hour. Experience has made good this fatal Tryal too 


undeniably. Many, indeed, in theſe Nations pretend their 
Differences with that Reform'd Religion, here legally eftabliſu'd, to be 


very inconſiderable, when they make their Addreſſes to Authority 


for h:du/gence ; but they dare not tell their People ſo much, leaft 
they ſhould begin to inquire ſeriouſly into the Weight of thoſe 


Reaſons on which they have ſo long ſeparated from the eſtabliſh'd_ 


Church, .and {hould come to themſelves,and be wiſe. Man y think 
their Differences with us to be of very ſmall Importance, becauſe 


they are impos'd on with the Noiſe of Religion and tender Conſti- 
ence, when, indeed, the fundamental Principles of their Schiſm are 


aſtoget her political, and they are only the Tools of a Party, and ma- 


nag'd by them, not with any Deſigns of Reformation, but to di- 


| ſturb the State, and keep their Sovereign in Awe with the Ter- 
ror of their Numbers, their Wealth, their Intereſts, &c. All mere 


Scare-Crows, and valu'd accordingly by ſuch as know them beſt, 
We have found theſe Parties many and different, indeed, and ſo their 


Managers would have them, that they may the better balance one 


another, leaſt they ſhould grow head-ſtrong and ungovernablez 


as we may remember how, in the great Rebellion, the State - Poli- 


tieiaus pla y'd the Presbyterians againſt the Church, the Independents 


againſt the Presbyterians, the Anabaptiſts againſt both; and thought 
it no Hurt, to let the Quakers grow up, or the Jews to be Natura- 


liz'd, that the firſt Beginners und Fomenters of that bloody Rebellion 
might not be too confident. But we have found ſince, and do 
find at this Day, that when Ephraim is againſt Manaſſes, and 


Manaſſes againſt Ephraim, yet they are both againſt Judah, or can 


wite in nothing but in Miſchief, which their Managers behind the 
Curtain know very well, and each Party can freely charge the 
other with it, that if any of them ſhould get the Aſcendant, 
what Julian the Apoſtate obſerv'd of the divided Chriſtians in his 
Time, would prove true of them, vis. That the moſt ſavage of 
beaſts were nod more cruel to one another, than they would be to every 
Party diſagreeing with them, Z SE 


This made that glorious Martyr CHARLES the Firſt, whoſe Mur- 


der we this Day lament, complain, that “ Thoſe ro whom he had 
DEE : D | been 


— —— — — 


+ 
* 


* * 
DT — — 2 


"RX . 


| A 8ER 


. 


& been ready to grant Liberty of their Conſciences, refus d all ſuch 
cc Indulgence to him, and would not permit him to ſerve God 
« according to the Rules of the legally eſtabliſſi d Church of Eng- 
« Jand, when, for a Time, and for politick Ends, they allow'd the 
« moſt ſcandalons Sectaries their Freedom to blaſpheme Hea- 
& ven itſelf, according to the Dictates of their tender Conſci- 
ec ences.” What ſuch Men aim'd at then, they aim at fill. Our 
Laws have eſtabliſſi d Monarchy here, and we have an uninterrup- 
red Preſcription for it; the genuine, or /ega/ly eftabliſh'd Church of 
England loves it, bleſſes God for it, and endeayours always faith- 
fully co preſerve it: Put for thoſe who can neither be ſatisfy'd 
with the ſame publick Prayers, nor the ſame Sermons, nor the ſame 
Sacraments, nor the ſame Habits in Divine Service, nor the ſame Ec. 
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dlieſiaſtical Hierarchy; I can only ſay, they muſt be Men of very 


little Experience, and very ſhallow Politicians, who can believe 
ſuch Perſons will admit of the fame Civil Government, any longer 
than a well-arm'd and irreſiſtible Force lies upon them. A com- 


pleat, regmar, and underſtanding Chriſtian, acts, indeed, upon ſuch 


Principles as will render every Government, - plac'd in if 
Hands, eaſy and ſecure ; but the ſcrupulous; peeveſp, and ignorant 
Pretenders to Religion, the reviv'd Gnoſticks of every Age, are of a 
different Temper. Indulgence never really mollifies choſe reſtif 
Humours; they mult have King Feſrrs in the Throne, rais'd to it 
by themſelves, under ſome ſuch Limitations as the Horeb Contract, 
and they themſelves only mult be his Privy Gonnſellors and Officers of 
State; and then theſe Saints, .thefe great Pretenders to Tenderneſs 
of Conſcience, will quickly bind their Earthly Kings with Chains, 
and their Nobles with Fetters of Iron. 5 8 
FThis Humour, indeed, prevails generally among all thoſe of 
Mankind, who are divided one from another, by religious Fends 
ald Ani moſities: But general as it is, our blefſed Maſter came 10 
root it oat of Mens Minds; and therefore, tho' his Country- men 
the Jews, becauſe they, forſooth, were call'd God's peculiar People, 
and at the Fime of his Appearance, were, as they ſuppos'd, wrong- 
fully enflgy*d to the Roman Powers; tho they therefore willingly 
liſten'd to every Incitement to Rebellion againſt their Conquerors, 
and tho' they were ready to catch maliciouſly at eyery Word the 
holy Jeſus utter d; yet he entirely baffled all their Pretences of one 
Kind or other, by giving that ffanding Rule of Chriſtianity, in 
Anſwer to their captious Queſtions, Render to Cæſar the Things 
that are Ceſar's, and to God the Things that are God's, Matth. xx11. 
21. Which Command of their Maſter was ſo well obſerv'd by 
thoſe beſt Chriſtians of the faſt Ages, that they ſtood firm to their 
Religion, acknowledg'd one only Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 
God and Father of all, whom they ador'd in Spirit and in Truth. 
For this Faith they readily offer'd up their Lives to the ſevereſt 
Tortures inventive Tyranny and Malice could find out. Nor 2 
n 3 3 
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they, tho' their Increaſe in all Places, and in a very ſhort Time, 
was prodigious, ever trouble themſelves about the Election of Em- 
perors, or croſs the Determinations of the Roman Senate or Armies, 
tho' they knew before-hand, that the Perſons rais'd to the Roman 
Throne, while the Senate and Armies were generally Pagan, 
would, in all Probability, renew the Perſecutions formerly rais'd 
againſt them. Some early Hereticks, indeed, particularly thoſe in- 
famous Gnoſticks hinted at before, to the Scandal of Chriſtianity, 
eaſily engag'd in Inſurrections, or any Thing that might put by 
the Burden of the Croſs But that very Practice of theirs was 
made Uſe of by the Defenders of the Catholick Church, as an unan- 
ſwerable Argument, to prove that theſe Gnoſſicks were no rea! 
Chriſtians, whatever honourable Titles they might aſſume ta 
„„ N „ e 
Among the Proſelytes of Rome, while the Weſtern World was al. 
moſt wholly enſlav d to that See, their cloſe Agreement, tho' in 
too many aborainable Errors, was one of the beſt Securities which 
either the Temporal Princes of that Communion, or the Biſhops of 
Rome themſelves had, of their Lives, or their Authorities. Their 
religious Principles being unſound, could afford no certain Preſerva- 
tives for Sovereign Princes; but Hell being very unwillingly di- 
vided againſt it ſelf, (provided always that there were no Jars 
between the Mitre and the Crown) Civil Governors had no Parties 
of Conſcience-mongers for md againſt them. And it's ohſervable, 
that there have been very few Rebellions among the Trrks car- 
ry'd on with any Vigor, but ſome new dreaming Prophet has 
been in the Head of it, who, with his new Lights and fantaſtick 
Revelations; has rais'd the People to a Frenzy ſo far, as to ſhake the 
very Foundations of that once flouriſhing F.mpire. : | 
At Home we find the ſame Truth yet more unhappily con- 
firm'd. When that glorious Queen Elizabeth, of immortal Me- 
mory, had reſtor'd to her Subjects that Light of the Goſpel which 
had fuffer'd a ſevere Eclipſe during the ſnort, but impotent Reign of 
her Siſter Mary, ſhe ſettled immediately proper Laws for Unity and 
Uniformity in the National Reform'd Church; ſhe executed her 
Laws with a ſteddy and an impartial Hand , and even thoſe who 
had ſome impertinent Scruples abour ſome particular Uſages of 
the Church, on all Occaſions declar'd their Abhorrence of Separa- 
tion from it on any ſuch Accounts. That bappy Princeſs liy'd. 
equally lov'd aud fear'd by all; her Reign was proſperous, and 
her Days many, and her Death univerſally lamented, The ſlacker 
Hand of James the Firſt, her immediate Succeſſor, gave Life and 
Courage to dividing Humours 3 hot-headed Se paratiſts then grew 
bold and confident in the Number and Intereſts of their F riend; 
and that King's unſeaſonable Remiſſneſs, was one great Original of 
all thoſe Cala mities which his Poſterity have been involv'd in to 
this Day; and they were N ra as no cowardi 1 
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has been able to hinder. from bringing forth the moſt pernicious 
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and deſtructive Conſequences. To his Son Char les tbe Good, his 


Father bequeath'd a tottering Throne, equally beſet with foreign 


Enemies, home-bred Neceſſities, and clamorous and ingrateſu] Male. 


contents; ſo that among a thouſand Perplexities, his penetrating 
Wiſdom could nor diſcern from which Quarter the greateſt Dan- 
ger threaten'd him, from his angry and powerful Enemies A- 
broad, or from his ſawey and encroaching Subjects at Home, 


Many of thoſe very Perſons, who pretended, and perhaps really 


| Had, a great Reverence for the eſtabliſh'd Churgh of England, yet 


from an iil-grounged Soſtneſs or chimerica] Moderation were perſwa- 
ded to favour and encourage thoſe who directly oppos'd it; and 
whoſe Principles tended then, as well as now, to Parity both in the 
Commonwealth and in the Church, to the utter Ruin, not of Popery. 


as they pretended, for to this very Day they can digeſt the wor 


Principles of Jeſuitical Popery, and of Paganiſm and Atheiſm too, well 


enough, if they can get any Thing by them, but of Epiſcopacy and 
Aſenareſy at the . Time. When that pious and too merciful 


Prince, to purchaſe Peace with his own Subjects, had pirted with 
the faireſt ewels of his Crown, the Royal Prerogative in Civi! Af. 
fairs, and the Epiſcopa! and Apoſtolical Government legally and happi. 
iy eſtalliſp d in the Church, yet nothing could ſatisſy rhe inſatia. 
ble Appetite of his Rebels, till they had ſeiz'd the Civil Power en. 


. tireſy into their own Hands, They pretended to raiſe Forces a- 


gainſt their Sovereign by his own Commiſſion, and againſt thoſe who 


were tmmediateiy,and according to Law, commiſſion'd by him. They 
a ; 4 ; F = F- Z — a W o | > 
proſecuted their Prince, whom they had juſt before cwn'd to be 


Supreme, with an rnnatura! Rebellion, till they had made him 
their Priſoner, where a new Clan of irreligious Seclaries found him; 
and to put an End to thoſe more bitter Afflictions he had undergone 
from the tender Mercies of other iingodiy Hypocrites, with a barbarous 
and unparallell'd Impudence they raurder'd him. . 

And this was but the natural Effect of thofe ſlemn Oaths and 


| Covenants, in which they, in Spite of their Sovereign, engag'd 


for the Security aud Preſervation of the true Reform'd Religion, the 
J Liberty of the Subject, and the Life and Royal Dignity of their 


Monarch; when, indeed, by rhe Influence of thoſe Oaths and Ci. 


wvengnts, their impions Hund: were ſoon embrew'd in the ſacred 
Blood of their anointed lawful King: Thoſe Liberties, which even 
the ſevereſt and moſt arbitræry Princes had left untouch'd to the 


Subject, were taken quite away from the poor deluded Commons 


of theſe Nations; and the Reform d, nay, all Religion almoſt loſt 
in the diſmal Crowd of every Day's ſpringing Errors. Men bud 
Wantonly and unreaſonably kick'd againſt that holy Religion, 
which had been at firſt juſtly elteem'd ſo Treat a Bleſſing by all 


the thonghtful World, which had been ſeal'd with the Blood of fo 


ma mj vea.01s Martyrs, and now God permitted them to reap the 
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| Fruit of their own Devices. He permitted them, as poſſeſs'd 


. WW with the Spirit of Giddineſs, to fall from one Degree of Madneſs te 
| | another, to be falſe to one another, as they had been ſalſe to their 

IM Prince, till they ſtunk among their Brethren at Home, and grew 
ö the common Scorn and Laughing: ſtocks of all the neighbour ing 

| Nations. We may always look for ſuch Conſequences, when 


light and fooliſh Pretenders to Religion, being diſcontented with 
the preſent State of Things, labour to ſet up Strife and Mi Shs f 
ö | under the very plauſible and eternally bewitching Character of 
| a glorious Reformation. ö | 1 


hut let not thoſe of Rome charge this upon the Reformation, as 


if ſuch Practices were the genuine Product of what they call He- 
a reſy, or our forſaking their infallible Church. We know, and 

| can prove too eaſily, how prone they have been to change:; It 
was their changeable Humour, which made them fall from the 
| Primitive, Apoſtolical Simplicity of Religion, and drop into abomina- 
ble Superſtition and Ido/atry ; and their Guides of Conſcience, in their 
Lectures, ordinarily teach Men Treachery and Falſhood. Their 
greateſt Champions, of late Years, have been the great Incen Jias 
WW ties of Chriſtendom, and have repreſented barbarous Cruelties, ex- 
.atſperating Oppreſſions, and perpetual Breach of Faith, as the no- 
| | bleſt Qualificariqns for ambitious, credulous, or aſſuming Princes; 
ö and, by their ſenſeleſs Politicks, have involv'd theſe once ha py 
- WW Kingloms in almoſt inextricable Difficulties. The Deſixn of the 
? Reformation, was, to recover that Catholick Truth which Roman 
» WH Uſurpations had almoſt baniſh'd out of the Weſtern World ; and let 
e I 
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the Friends of that Apoſtate Church know, that thoſe among us, 


who are ſtill affecting Changes either in Church or State, are 
their Children, their Proſelytes, their Brethren in Iniquity, not 


; ours; they axe the Papiſis in Maſquerade, of whom we hear ſo 
: WH much. A perfetand un wnſorc'd T.oyalty to our lawjul Superiors, is 

| the charaderiflick Note, not of a particular Church, but of our 
{ WH Chrifiar Profeſſion 3 and every ſound and pious Chriſtian is bound 
dio aſſert it with his Life and Fortunes. Ss 
e III. The miſchievous Aclivit) of thſe who are given to change, 
: WW frequently betrays well-meaning, but inconſiderate, Perſons into Engage- 
- WH ments and Meddlings with them. But do they court ſuch into Confe- 
1fderacy and Engagements with them, becauſe they love them, or 
1 deſire their Good? No; but they court them, that by the Foot- 
* WH fcpcof che Ruins of ſuch Men they may climb up to the Height 
of their own Ambition. The Parable of the Scaffold about 4 Pile 
} 6 of: Buiſdings,is well enough underſtood. Thus that great Politician 
6 WH the Devil wreaks his Malice upon poor deluded Souls, when he 


tempts them to fin, by the alluring Baits of greater Eaſe and 
Pleaſure : But he cannot reſt, ſince the Certainty of his own end- 


wem he may devour; and ſo muſt all thoſe who are Zi ven to change - 
ar ep coaay aa ola fanning . SIDES 5 
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Their Vanity and Diſcontent will never leave them quiet 5 Nor 
does their furious Ambition ordinarily ſo blind them, as that they 


_ 7 


ſhould with that mad Enthuſiaſt Nenner attempt the conquering of 


the Univerſe with an Army of twoor three hundred Men ; there- 
fore they endeavour to draw in Confederates, to multiply their 
Parties, and to ſtrengthen themſelves, as far as poſſible, againſt 
all Oppoſition. He who's reſolv'd to rebel, will not enter the 


Field without ſome Beginnings of an Army, and ſome reaſona- 


ble Security of a greater Number preparing to back him; nor 
can any Man raiſe an Inſurrection without ſome Partiſans to ſe- 
cond him. So when Demetrius the Silver-ſmith deſign'd to oppoſe 
St. Paul, he call d the reſt of the ſame Occupation together, Acts xix, 
24, 25, 29. before he could make an Uproar in the City, Some 
tells us of the Plague, that it's a Diſtemper of that malignant In- 

Alnence upon the Spirits, that it not only endangers the Lives of 
thoſe who have it, but it makes them deſirous to ſpread the Infe- 
crion. Such a Nlague is that of the Heart, which diſtem pers us 
toward God and our Governors; it not only poiſons the Principles 
of thoſe who are infected by it, but it makes them always deſi- 
rous to ſcatter the Vennm of the Diſeaſe among others 
bring them into the ſame unhappy Circumſtances, De 
Let us but obſerve rhe wonderful Activity of ſome Men in 
Fhings not at all within their Sphere, what pretty Stories they 
whiſper into the Ears of their Familiars! how they ſtrive to ter- 
rify Men with ſtrange Apprehenſions concerning publick Affairs, 


, and to 


for which they have no other Ground but rhoſe excellent Semi- 


naries of Lies, their own fertile Brains! They always pretend to 
be in Fear where no Fear is, and are always ſcattering dark and 
miſchievous Rumors among the People; talking of Church Con— 
reyns, as if they had been educated only for the Church's more 
immediate Service, and underſtood the ſmalleſt Failures in it bet- 
ter than its moſt zealous and faithful Paſtors. Diſcourling of 
State-Afﬀairs, as if they were ſome of our greater 
Nobility, and were all Counſellors born, and were as Condiliarii na- 
expert in all the deep Intrigues of States-men, as ti, 
23 ſeven Years Apprenticeſhip could make them in | 
the meaneſt Mechanick Trade. Let us but obſerve all this, and 
the Juſtice of our Savzour's Aſſertion, that the Children of thy 
| World are wiſer in their Generation, than the Children of Light, Luk. 
xV1. 8. will be plain enough; i. e. they are more cunning in lay- 


ing their Veſigns, and more induſtrious in proſecuting them, than 


the downright and unſuſpicious Followers of Goodneſs : They 
are mere Trapans to draw others into Treaſons, and to betray 
them when they have drawn them in, that ſo while moſ# are 


amus d with ſtrange Reports, they may circumvent them all with 


their more fine fpun Contrivances, Nor is the Devil ever want- 
ing to his Agents, or flow to teach them all the dangerous Art 
of Treachery and Miſchief, 5 That 
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That State muſt be manag'd by a Head more certainly infallib ie 
than the Patriarchate of Rome has ever been, in the Movements of 
which chere has been no Kind of Error, or none ſuch as may be 
eaſily ex pos d to common Eyes. One ſuch Miſcarriage, tho ne- 
ver ſo much to the Grief of Governors themſelves, gives a Ground 
for factious Spirits to build upon. He who firſt takes Notice of 
ſuch a Miſcarriage, ſhall be reverenc'd among the Vulgar as a 
mighty Patriot, and admir'd as an Oracle; and tho' he be never ſo 


obnoxious himſelf, he drowns the Noiſe of his own Crimes by de- 
claiming againſt the Miſtakes of his Superiors, tho all he charges 


I upon the Government, are only the Fictions of his own Malice. 


But above all others, any Miſmanagement in Matters of Religion 
give ſuch Perſons the greateſt Advantages. The Miniſters of God's 
Word are bound, by their Offices, to reprove Vice ſeverely withour 


either Fear or Favour, to ſearch into the Diſeaſes of the Soul, 


and, according as they ſee the Humour of the Times indulgent to 
theſe or other Sins, ſo to lay them open, and render them odions 
to all thinking Chriſtians, that they may be carefully avoided ;- 


and all lawful Preachers have a Commiſſion from God himſelf, 


and his Encouragement, to do all theſe Things boldly and impar- 
tially, But theſe Things grate too hard upon the Ears of guilty 
Men: They are rah d to the very Heart by ſuch Diſcourſes : They 
look upon ſuch Prophets, as Ahab look'd npon Micaiah, when he 


own'd to Jehoſhaphat, that he hated him becauſe he always propheſy 4 


Ill concerning him. And fince it's impoſhble that the ſevereſt Life 
ſhould be without its Blemithes,. thoſe who feel themſelves gall'd, 
lie at Catch for them, and for the Sake of a few ſuch Faults, rail 
at large againſt the whole Body of the eſtabliſh'd Church; and the 
moſt innocent Actions in the World are preſently repreſented with 


ſuch monſtrous Agerivartions, as would render. even Virtue it felf 


criminal, if their Malice were to be believ'd, Bur who would 


ſuſpe& that theſe Men were fo extremely. guilty themſelves, who 
had the Face to inveigh ſo eagerly againſt the Peccadilloes of o- 


thers ? Who would not take Judas for a Man of wonderful Charity, 
when he was ſo deeply concern'd for the extravagant Waſte of 
that which might have been ſold for fo much, and been beſtow'd 
for the Relief of the Poor? Who would imagine that Man had & 
Beam in his own Eye, who could fo ſoon find out the Mote in that of 
his Brother. It was well obſcrv'd by that admirable Prince, whoſe 


ing Things, beſides the Novelty, which is taking enough with 
„the Vulgar, every Man has an Affectation, by ſeeming for- 
ward to an outward Reformation of Religion, to be thought 
zealous, hoping to cover thoſe irreligious Deformities they are 


conſcious af, by the Severity of cenſuring other Mens Actions 


Murder we this Day mourn for, © That the Pretences of reform- | 


and Opinions. Such Practices eaſily work upon thoſe who ine 
tend well themſelves, and therefore are the lefs apt to appre- 
J ng fc nll rpg EM : ee hend 
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& hend the malicicsn Hypocriſy of others. A wild Exceſs of Cha. 
rity perſwades too many to believe their inveterate Enemies are re- 


ally their beſt Friends, as innocent Gedaliah of old, in ſpite ef 7c. 


hanan's Warning, recetv*d and entertain'd 1pmae! and his Com: 


panions. Men ſo ill nnderſtood may lull their Superiors aſleep 


with their ſoft Addreſſes, when they only long for an Opporiu- 


nity to cut their Throats. 


We are told, that when Abſalom; under Pretence of performing 
a Vow to God in Hebron, conſpir'd againſt his King and Father, 


there went up with him two hundred Men out of Jeruſalem, in the Sim- 
plicity of their Hearts, and Knew not any Thing. Little did they, 


poor Men, dream that the Solemnity of a Sacrifice could be the 
Preface to an unnatural Rebellion: That any Men could be ſo 
impious as to plot Treaſon againſt their King, when they went to 
pay a Vow to their Creator; and fo by an innocent Attendance 
on him, whom they thought innocent too, they involv'd them: 
ſelves in the ſame Danger, and gave Countenance to that Iinpiety, 
which, perhaps, had they had any Suſpicion of it; they'd have 
proſecuted with the greateſt Horror and Deteſtation. Such did 


Charles the Firſt, of glorious Memoty, charitably ſuppoſe the greater 
Part of his Enemies to be, notwithſtanding that barbarous Uſage 
| he had met with at their Hands, which made him give that very 


com paſſionate Advice to his Son Charles the Second, © Be conti- 
« dent, ſays he, as I am, that the moſt of all Sides who have 


done amiſs, have done ſo not out of Malice, but Miſinfor ma- 
£ tion and Miſapprehenſion of Things. None will be more loy- 


© alor faithful to me or you, than ſuch Subjects, who ſenſible of 


their Errors and our Injuries, will feel in their own Souls moſt 
_ & violent Motives to Repentance, and earneſt Defires to make 


„ ſome Reparation for their former Defects. This charitable Per 
ſwaſion, doubrleſs, was made good in ſome. But as among Sin- 
ners, there may be ſome Magdalens or Sau s, who have lov'd much, 
becauſe they have had much forgiven; or, becauſe they have been 
violent Perſecntars, have, by Way of Compenſation for their 
Crinies, labour d more abundantly than any others in the Work of 


the Goſpel; yer the Number of thoſe who perſiſt harden'd in their 


Crimes, and are conſequently damn'd for ever, is much greater 
So too it is in ſuch Caſes as this before us; tho' ſome of better 
Tempers may mourn under a Soanſe of their former Turbulency. 


and on that Reaſon be the greater Promoters of publick Peace or, 
Quietneſs for the future; . it's too often ſeen, that thoſe who 
have had their Hands in Blood, 


and have been the publick Bentefeus of 
Nations, retain large Shares of their old malicious aud ſanguinary In- 


_ clinations ſtill, and would, were it in their Powers, however ſupe- 
rior Providence may have baffled their former Hopes in a ſignal 
Manner, be buſy in ere&ing their Babels again, and involving 

Kingdoms in eternal Ruins and Confuſions, = 


Bit 
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. KF But Men of perverſe Spirits, being ſo damnably active, and en- 
„ WW deavouring fo carefully to draw in Partiſans to their own Extra- 
1 vagancies, how neceflary is that Advice which our Maſter once 
p asave to his own Diſciples, to all ſober and peaceable Chriſtians, 
vis. That they ſpould be wiſe as Serpents, as well as harmleſs as Doves, 
 Matth- x. 16. Good Men are ſent out into the World as Sheep 
g anong Wolves, nay, and the moſt dangerous Wolves of all others, 
, ſuch as come to them in Clothing like their own, ſuch as for a 
HI Time appear very innocent, till they find a proper Opportunity 
Fo to diſcover themſelves. When Men ſee Danger threatening them 
2 on every Side, and that it's a very difficult Thing to diſtinguiſh 


0 ö between their Friends and their Enemies, they had need to take 
| Care not only what they do, but what they believe. David mer 


0 | 6 
6 with thoſe in his Time, the Words of whoſe Mouths were ſofter than 
14 Butter, but War was in their Hearts; yea, their Words were ſmoother 
. than Oil, and yet were they drawn Swords, Pſal. Iv. 21. How eaſi- 


| ly may a good Man be impos'd on by ſuch F allacies! So the 
d | Man of God, who prapheſ. yd againſt the Altar in Bethel, and con- 
| firm'd his divine M. by Miracles, yet was eaſily deceiv'd by 


e the hypocritical Tongue of the ad Prophet of Samaria, and per- 
y ſwaded to break the poſitive Command of God, and to bring 


; | himſelf to an untimely End, 1 Kings xiii. 18. The Fear of God, 
that is Wiſdom. Let but Men have that always before their Eyes, 


N 
„and chay cannot eaſily do amils in any Particular. Such wile 
. Men foreſee the Evil, and hide themſelves; but the Simple paſs on, 
f | and are puniſÞd, Prov. xxiii. 3. 3 1 . 
Hlaclion in the State, is originated from the ſame reſtleſs Humour 
with Hereſy in the Church, and manag'd very much by the ſame_ 


Artifices. He who ſets up for Hereſy, pretends to ſome extraordi- 
. nary Diſcoveries of long conceal d Truth, to a wonderful Tenderneſs for 
Souls, and very great Regard to the Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine: 
Under this Sham, he advances ſome new Folly of his own, which 
r he entitles Primitive and Apoſtolical, as if he deſign'd nothing bur 
f promoting the Salvation of Mankind: He tries by all Ways poſ- 
r ſible to gain Proſelytes ; and being really the Agent of Hell to 
. their Ruin, by the Conflux of Schiſmaticks, Libertines, and Atheiſts 
r to his Aſliſtance, he gets Reputation to his Errors, which makes 
him ſtill the more capable of doing Miſchief, and exceedingly 
: increaſes the Numbers of his Aſſociates under the Prince of Dark- : 
5 neſs. Thus too 4 Male- content, under a lawful and well-eſtabiiſn'd 
f Government, pretends to extraordinary Zeal for the public Good 3 
p a great Deſire that the wholſome Laws of the Nation, in winch 
he lives, ſhould be impartially executed, the Liberties and Privi- 
leges of the Subject preſerv'd, not withour ſome ſpiteful Glances 
at the ut Prerogative of the Crown 5 and thus he ſets up for 4 Fa- 
triot, tho', perhaps, he's perſonally eminent for nothing but his 
bold Tranſgreſhons of the Laws of God and Man. But che 25 
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ward Pretenee is ſo exceedingly plauſible, that for the Sake of 
that, the Multitude overlook all his deteſtable Crimes, and his 
gaudy Patriotiſm may be ſaid, like Charity, to cover abundance 
of Sins. The factious Patriot having thus far manag'd himſelf 
with Cunning enough, every Thing he attempts afterwards, tho 
never ſo illegal or unreaſonable, is brought for an Evidence of 
his being a good Common-wealth's Man e Among the heedleſs Mob, 
he eaſily draws together a Crowd of Followers, (tho* their eter- 
nal Happineſs be forfeited by the Means ;) when he finds himſelf 
2 _ over-power'd, he ſacrifices whole Armies to his 
& cretoq c.. own Security. Thus he's like his Father the De- 
0 Aj#cokes. wil, he's not only the Tempter to draw Men into 
Sin, but he's their Accuſer too, and leaves them 
to themſelves, to take the Reward of their own Follies. Of the 
deviliſh Cunning of ſuch Men, the Beginning of the Reign of King 
James the Firſt gives us a very pertinent Inſtance. The Feſwits 
had been extreamly active againſt the Life of that glorious Queen 
Elizabeth, and by that great Influence they had upon their Minds, 
had ſo frequently drawn many, otherwiſe well-meaning Lay- 
_ Catholicks, into Plots and Inſurrections, that the Laws being duly 
executed, the poor miſguided Gentlemen were in a fair Way to be 
ruin'd. The ſecular Prieſts, whoſe political Principles are much 
more conſiſtent generally with the Safety of Civil Government, 
_ declar'd zealouſly againſt the Feſuits, as the common Incendiaries 
and capital Traitors of Chriſtendom. Among the reſt, one Watſor, 
à Prieſt, was a great Enemy to, and Anatomiſer of the Feſuits 
and their Politicks, and one who earneſtly perſwaded the Catho- 
Ticks, as they call themſelves, to live quietly, and be faithful 
Subjects to their Princes, tho of a different Perſwaſion from the 
Biſhop of Rome. In Revenge for this, in the Beginn g of King 
James's Reign, the Jeſuits found a Way to betray poor Watſon, and 
one Clark, into a pretended Plot; for it appears little more, by 
the beſt Accounts we have of ir; and when they had hook'd them 
in, diſcover'd them, furniſh'd Fvidence againſt them, and 
brought them to the Gallows, Bur in the mean Time, while 
they trapann'd the poor Prieſts, and fill'd the Nation with the 
Noiſe of their Treaſon, the Jeſuits themſelves, without Suſpicion, 
carry d on that Maſter-Piece of Villainy, the never to be forgot- 
ten Powder-Piot, All the Ring-Leaders of thoſe who are given to 
change, commonly manage Things at the ſame Rate; which 
thauld certainly ſer wiſe Men upon their Guard, keep them quiet 


and unconcern'd in all ſuch miſchievous Buſineſs, and that the 


rather, becauſe beſide all this 
IV. The Calamity and Ruin of thoſe given to change, and of thoſe 
who meddle, or are concern'd with them, muſt needs be certain, ſuddain, 
and inevitable. Their Calamity ſhail riſe ſuddainly, and who knows 
the Ruin of them both * So the Spirit of God aſſerts; and 8 
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ce but the Fol, who hath ſaid in his Heart, there is no God, dares con- 
Ir tadict it? The Devil, that Prince of the Power of the Air, who 
0% always works in the Hearts of the Children of Diſobedience, was 
of MW the firſt great Example of this changeable, or Change-coveting Hu- 
b, WM ours and of the Puniſhment attending it: He was fix d happily. 
er- in Heaven, inthe Sacred or Civil Government of which glorious Seat 
-1f MW there could be no Error, no Miſmanagement, and therefore no 
iis need of an Alteration ; yet that happy Spirit, as originally he 
Jos was, could not be contented with his preſent State and Conditi- 
to on: He ſaw a Being greater and more illuſtrious than himſelf, and 
m be could not bear the View; he too muſt be /ike, i. e. he mult be 
he equal to the Moſt High > But, aiming at that Exaltation, he was 
19 caſt down headlong from thoſe Honours he was already poſſeſs d 


its of, and himſelf, with his ſeduc'd Aſſociates, are ſtill reſerv'd in 
en everlaſting Chains, under Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the Great 
1s, Day. Jude 6. As Pride, Ambition, and Diſcontent, had caus'd 
his Fall, he endeavour'd to infect the original Felicity of innocent 


(Yo 
4 Mankind with the ſame Diſtemper; and by his Inſtigation our 
he firſt Parents fell from the Bliſs of Paradiſe, and fell under that 
ch Curſe, under the Weight of which their whole Poſterity groan to 
t, this Day. And yet the fo terribly warn'd, unhappy Mankind, 
es have been, from the Beginning, but too too forward to follow 
, thoſe fatal Patterns. The Iſraelites, while they were in Egyßt, 
ts complain d exceedingly, and with Juſtice enough, of that miſe- 
0 rable Slavery they liv'd in there: Let when God, who had ſeen 
ul their Sorrows, brought them our from thence, under the Conduct 
16 of his Servant Moſes, with a high Hand, and with a mighty Arm; 
＋ when they ſaw themſelves but a little ſtreighten'd by the Red- 
0 Sea, their Hearts turn'd back to Egypt, all the Burthen of their 
y Slavery was forgotten, and they grew as weary of their Delive- 
n rance, as thay were of their Bondage before: When they had 
d paſs'd the Sea, in ſich a Manner as muſt convince them that 
le God was their Guide, and that nothing could reſiſt them who were 
1 under his Conduct; when they were enter'd into the Wilderneſs, _ 
„, and Moſes ſtay'd upon Mount Sinai for their ſakes but forty Days 
4 and forty Nights, and none offer'd them any Diſturbance from a- 
o ny Quarter, they muſt needs take upon them to change their God; 
u the Love and mighty Actions of the God of their Fathers, mult 
Je all be aſcrib'd to a Calf of their own making: They forc'd Aa- 
e ron, the Saint of the Lord, to comply with their Madneſs; and 
the Fruit of their Folly was, God immediately ſent a Plague upon 
* WM them from Heaven; and the Sons of Levi, in Obedience to God's 
„ and their Law-giver's Command, kill'd three thouſand of their ids- 
s WH (rows Brethren at once, to avenge the Honour of their injur d 
0 Deliverer. But neither could ſo ſevere « Judgment, or Execution, 
2 ſettle their ſtill extravagant Humaur, or make them leis fickle: 


ES Datha:y 


jor the future: While they were yet in the Wilderneſs, Cora, 
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common Judgment was not Puniſhment enough for ſuch mon- 
ſtrous Offenders ; therefore he made a new Thing, The Earth oper/d, 
and ſwailow'd up Dathan, and cover'd the Congregation of Abiram. 
Fire came out from the Lord, and conſum d the two hundred and fifty 


—__ 


Dathan, and Abiram, fretting at that ſacred Authority veſted in 

Moſes and Aaron by Almighty God himſelf, took Men, and with 

two hundred and fiſty Princes of the ny" Iago whom they had 
E 


ſ:due'd to their Party, gather d them [ves together againſt Moſ es 


and arainft Aaron The Plea of the Rebels was, Moſes and Aaron 


took too much upon them, ſeeing ail the Congregation were holy, every 
Man of them It ſeems they knew not how to brook any Superiors in 
the Government,either of the Iſraelitiſß Church or State; but more 
eſpecially they pretended, as ſome of their Temper do at this 


Day, to the great Privileges of the Saints, viz. That they might 


all be Ki, gs and Prieſts, as well as either of the Brothers: They 
were too pure, too holy, to be debarr'd from offering Sacrifices 
to God, whether he would or not. How far this zealous Pretence 


| prevail'd upon the giddy and unconſidering Multitude, the deplo- 


rable Event too plainly manifeſted ; God makes a new Thing; a 


Men who offer d Incenſe; and all this in the View of the whole 


Congregat ion of 1ſrael. And yet, afterall, notwithſtanding the 
_ Juſtice of all their Sufferings, and the immediate Appearance of 
_ God's irreſiſtible Hand in it, the very next Day the whole Con- 


gregarion of Iſrael, very few excepred, murmur againlt Moſes, 
their Prince, and Aaron, the Prieſt if the Lord, ſay ing, Te have bil- 
fed the People of the Lord ; when preſently God ſends a Plague up- 
on them, ſo ſwif: in its Execution, that before Aaron could get 
between the Living and the Dead, fourteen thouſand were cut off, 
Numb. xvi. 2) 3) 325 335 35 49. A dreadful Warning for all 
thoſ: who fear not God, nor reverence thoſe whom he has made 
% 88 


Inſtances enough might be heap'd up, to demonſtrate u hat 


Danger Men given to change, and their Companions, uſually 


incurr, but theſe may ſuffice for the preſent; and, *till ſome Ex- 


_amples to the conrrary may be found, let it paſs for a certain 
| Truth, That the Calamities of ſuch VWreches ſhall riſe ſuddain!y, 


their Ruin ſhall be haſt)y and un, ,⁴eüle. That God, who cannot 
Jye, hath ſpoken it, and the very Nature of ſuck Wickedneſs re- 


quires it. It's a common Saying, that Prixces have long Hands, 


and therefore bur few eſcape them; but none can poſſibly eſcape 


rae Hands of an avenging God, And the Fear of God and the 


X27, are a good Security to ſuch as are bleſ#d with thoſe Graces; 


but to have them both ctr Enemies, is the moſt dreadful Condition 


in the World: And if our Diſobedience to either of them, be the 
Cauſe of their Enmity, we may aſſure our ſelves, that *ris im- 
poffible to retain God as a Friend, when the King is juſtly become 
an AGVCH4TY 5 And a Wilt and a religions King, can never 100K 


kindly 


— 
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kindly on thoſe who have no Regard to the Honour of God, or 
to rhe Credit of ure and undefil'd Religion. We know that the 
Friends of Princes are many, even when they are beſtt with the 
greateſt Difficulties; and they are fo for various Ends and Reaw 
fons ; and Foreigners frequently revenge the Injuries done to them 
by their own rebellious Subjects, and that roo, when they are 
invited in as Friends and Aſſitants to them in their Wickedneſs. 
go when Baanah and Rachab had murder'd Iſhbeſbeth, the Son of 
Saul, and hop'd to curry Favour with David by that execrible 
Villainy, David, tho highly advantag'd by it, and rho? he were 
Ihbofheth's profeſs'd Enemy, gave them Death, the juſt Reward of 
Traytors, for their Pains. When the Amalekite aflerred he had 
kilPd Sul, rho', as he told the Story it was at his own Entreaty, 


and to put an End to his cruel Deſpair, and tho God had anoint- 


ed David King over Hrael, and Saul had unjuſtly been his mortal Ey e- 
my, yet David return'd this Anſwer only for his News, How 2 
Haſt thou not afraid to firetch forth thy Hand againſt the Lord's A. 


nointed? 1 Sam. XxX1. 4 5. and commanded him to be preſently 


executed: And the whole of the Amaiekite's Story was a mere 


J Lye, as appears by the Text, by which he hop'd only to get the 

better Reward from David; and tho', as it's very probable, David 
himſelf knew the Amalekite's Narrative to be falſe, yet the very 
] owning ſo horrid a Fact, arguing his Readineſs to do ir on a like 


Occaſion, was by David thought Crime enough to deſerve Death; 
Thy Blood be upon thine own Head, ſays he, ſeeing thy Mouth hath te- 
flify'd againſt thee, ſaying, 1 have flain the Lord's Ainointed. 2 Sam. 


* 


e 


4 Thus our Hiſtorians tell us how Lewis, Prince of France, whohad 
been invited over by the rebellious Barons, to aſſiſt them againſt 
King Fohn, had deſign'd the Deſtruction of all who invited 
him, as a neceſſary Sacrifice to the Security of his own Throne, 
if te had prevail'd. And Curtius tells us of that Great Perſian 
Monarch Darius, who was firſt made a Priſoner, and then cruelly 
murder'd by Beſſus and Nabarzanes, two ot his own Commanders, 
that when he was left by the flying Traytors, wallowing in his | 
own Blood, he, with his dying Breath, entreated Peyſtratus, * 
private Macedonian Soldier, to tell Alexander, who was then not 
far off, „That to puniſh chat impieus ins 
„ Treaſon committed againſt him, in Sceleris erga fe perpe- 


ee the Authors of it, with the ut moſt . non ſolum ſua, 
Severity, would be both honourable fed exempli omninmgz 


©& and advantageous to him, as condu- Regnum causd, non neg- 
© cing not only to the Terror of ligere authores, illi tam 
« Traytors, but to the Security of him- decorum quam utile fu- 
te ſelf, and all other Princes, whoſe turunnmn. 
„ Lives otherwiſe, by their Impuni- 5 = 

„ ty, would be continually expos'd to the Malice of ſuch daring 
* 1 eee | « villa. 
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«y Thins I "And Alexander ſo far conſider d this Advice « of ts 
dying Enemy, as to put that accurſed Beſſus to the moſt cruel 
Death revengeful Juſtice could poſſibly find out. And if Enemies 
will do ſo much for their Enemies, what Revenge of Injuries 
may be expected from their Friends and Relations. And if wiſe 
and good Men rake ſuch Care to puniſh Treaſon and Traytors, no 
doubt but God will both vindicate himſelf and his Vicegerents, 
and, in his due Time, pour out Vengeance on all thoſe who dare 
to be diſloyal or treacherous to himſelf or them. 

When wicked Men cry Peace, Peace, to themſelves, and a p- 


plaud themſelves, as we every Day ſee they do, in their own | 
deteſtable Atchievements, when they think their Contrivances ſo 
well laid, that they ſhall not only compaſs their own baſe Deſigus, 


but enjoy thoſe Advantages which they promiſe themſelves, then 
ſuddainly ſhall Judgment overtake them, and that ſo heavy, that 


all their Strength and Policy ſhall be too little ro ſupport, or to 
remove them. The Devil may be the Prince of this World, a Place 
of never- ceaſing Troubles and Confuſions; but God alone is the 


Prince of Peace, who will never beſtow chat ſacred Donative on 
ſuch as hate it. But the greateſt Judgment of all on ſuch Wretches, 


is, that they are ſometimes permitted to go on, from Sin to Sin; 


from one Degree of Wickedneſs to another, and ſo from Judgment 


to Judgment, kindling to themſelves Fire, and pleaſing themſeives in 
the Sparks of them; but they II receive this only at laſt, at the 


Hands of an angry God, that they'll lie down in never-ending Sor- 
rows, That very Care which Traytors take for their own Secu- 
rity, is oftentimes the Reaſon of their being ſo ſuddainly ruin'd ; 

for they hedge themſelves abont ſo ſtrong] y, as we ſee, by their 
deviliſh Politicks, that they are perfectly "unapproachable by mere 


human Force, or Prudence; and from hence it is, that Heaven 
comes to be more directly concern'd in the Quarrel; and God, 
acting by ſubordinate Means, tho frequently in a very undiſcer- 


nible Wa y, and ſometimes acting without any viſible Means at 
all, thoſe Calamities coming from his revenging Hand, can by 
no Mans be prevented; but as huge Rocks falling from the Sides 
of rending Moun tains, bey! in a Moment overwhelm every thing 
that lies in their Way. This was the Caſe of Athaliah, that da- 
ring Fewiſh Queen, who, for her better Security in the Poſſeſſion 

of rhe Throne, cur off, as far as ſhe could find them, all the vi- 
val Braiches of the Royal Famiiy, and that with ſo great Succets, 
that both ſhe herſelf, and all the ewiſþ Nation, concluded 
there was uu Heir left to pretend to the Inheritance of the Crown 
of Judah. This Cogclufion lulFd Athaliah into a firange Snpi- 
nity, and the People; by an univerſal quiet Submiſſion. to her 
Government, added to it: The Effect of all was, that when 7e- 
hoi ad, inſpir'd by Heaven, brought out the right Heir, who had 
been long conceal a from the VU farper's Fury, Athaliah was ſo 
extremely ſurpriz £ at the ſhocking News, that the wanted even 
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common Prudence to ſecure herſelf, or to call her ordinary Guards 

to her own- Defence. Nor was the Caſe much otherwiſe among 
ourſelves ; for when ont Rebels, by a long Courſe of ſtrange Suc- 
ceſſes, had ſeveral times baffled all Attempts for the Reſtauration 
of the Roya Government and Family, an unſuſpec ted Hand, under the 

Direction of God's gracious Providence, reſtor d them both, and 

that in a Manner ſo calm, and by ſuch unſuſpected and ſurpri- 
zing Methods, that the rugged Force of continually. victorious 
Armies, nor all the cunning Stratagems of old and turbulent Po- 


liricians, could hinder or divert that miraculous Reſtauration. 


What remains then, at this Time, to be done, is, only 
to apply what has thus far been diſcoursd on: Thoſe who 
were given to change, Men of no Principles in Religion, of no 
Honour nor Honeſty in Morals, Men whom no Oaths or Promi- 


ſes could bind, nor all the Obligations in the World engage; Men 


to whom the Laws of God were no more, than Sampſon's Withs 
and Cords, nor the Laws of Nature, Reaſon, or their Country, more 
than burning Flax, as to their reſtraining Force and Power. Such 
Men, with their unhapplly deluded Accomplices, poor Creatures, 
who, originally meaning no Harm, would yet be meddling with 
them, ſuch wunthinking' and Atheiſtical Wretches, within the Memo- 
ry of ſome ſtill living, brought three once powerful Kingdoms 

to the very brink of irrecoverable Ruin; and a Kin G, whoſe per- 
ſonal Piety, undiſſembled Goodneſs, and compaſſionate Wiſdom and 
Condeſtenſion, were at once the Envy and Wonder of the Age, to 
a bloody and untimely End, a Death attended with thoſe prodi- 
dious Circumſtances, that never ſince our Great Redeemer's Cruci- 
fixion, was there ſo full an Evidence given of human Impudence 
and Malice, or of the Long-ſufferinzg and Forbearance of Almighty 
God. Bur the Blood of our Redeemer was ſaving, and always pleads 


for Mercy for wretched Sinners. The Blood of our murder'd Sove- 


reign, tho' he, with his charitable, dying Prayers, as his bleſs d 


Maſter had done, implor'd Forgiveneſs for his Murderers, yer, in 


its own Nature, like that of righteous Abel, cries ſtill, and is too 
viſibly anſwer d, for Vengeance, Vengeance on an ingateful 
and rebellious People. N 5 
That Man muſt be very eaſy and credulous, who can think 
the ſacred Blood of CHARLES the Martyr, of ever bleſſed Memory, 
ſufficiently aton'd for, when ſo many of thoſe who juſtify'd and 
applauded, as well as of thoſe who had a Hand in that execrabie 
Murder, eſcap'd the Sword of Human Juſtice ; and ſo many of 
thoſe, who, from their very Souls, deteſted that abominable Fact, 
have not yet ſufficiently mourn d, nor repented, for thoſe Sins, on 


Account of which an incens d God brought ſuch a terrrible Judg- 


ment upon theſe ſinful Nations. For my Part, if If peak my 

ewn ſerious Thoughts upon the Subject, I muſt declare, That 

among the ſeveral Miſcarriages of every Reign, /ince the happy Re- 
| FF LIT ae a 3 auration, 
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| Panration, and there never yet was any Human Reign without 
too many, there has been none greater, than their failing to 
revenge the unparallell'd Murder of their Royal Anceſtor, upon 
all the unrepenting Authors and Abettors of it: I'm ſure the 
Laws of theſe Kingdoms requir'd it, and the Word of God commands 
a thorough Inquiſition for Blood. Amaziah, one of the good 
Kings of Judah, is commended there, becauſe, as joon as the King. 
dom was confirn'd in his Hand, he ſlew his Servants who had ſlain the 
King bis Father, 2 Kings xiv. 5. Let the Murder they had com- 
mitted, was ſuddain, and private, and never had any Impudence 
enough to vindicate it. And if David, @ Man after God's own 
Heart, had Reaſon to bequeach a Revenge upon Foab and Shimei, 
For af ronting and curſing him to his Face, to his Son Solomon, and 
-wiſe and inſpir'd Solomon, thought it his Duty to put his Father's 
Will in Execution, then certainly an 4mpudent and bare-fac'd 
' Murder, committed upon the ſacred Perſon of CHARLE s the 
Martyr, of bleſſed Memory, deferv'd the juſt Animadverſions of all 
'thoſe deſcended from him, or related to him, who ſhould at any 
Time poſſeſs the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. What God preſcrib'd 
to Iſrael, in che Caſe of Murder in general, was of a moral and 
- perpetually obliging Nature. Whoſoever killeth any Perſon, the Mur- 
derer ſhail be pnt to Death. Moreover, ye ſha'l take no Satisfaction 
For the Life of a Murderer, who is guilty of Death ; but he ſhall ſurely 
be put to Death; ſo ye ſhall not pollute the Land wherein ye are; for 
Blood it poltuteth the Land, and the Land cannot be cleanſed of the 
© Blood that is fhed in it, but by the Blood of him who ſhed it, Deut. 
XXXV. 31) 325 33. : And with this Law of Mofes, thoſe who had 
no Acquaintance with it, naturally agreed, witneſs that of the 
Twelve Tables among the Romans; in the Seventh Table, concern- 
Z ing Crimes, it's thus reſolv d. / 
Si quis hominem liberum dolo any Man wilfully murder a Free- 
-ſciens morti duit, Parricida man, he's guilty of Parricide, So 
eſto. Omne Homicidium Par- Theodorus Marcilius, on that Law, 
ricidium fuit vereribus, Theo- All Murder was Iaoł d upon as Par- 
dorns Marcilins in Fragment. ve- ricide among the Ancients, 


S a The 


terum Furidicorum, p. 284. 0 Cornelian Law, after thoſe of the 


c ei pues twin goveb ogy, ws Twelve Tables, made Death the 


oed xe/ve'u, inter Baſilica, common, Puiſhment even of Men of 
Nizil intereſt occidar quis an Quality, when guilty of Murder, 
cauſam mortis præbeat. Uipian and that particularly of the Croſs, 
in Legem Juliam. of Murderers of inferior Rank. 


| | NDNor would the Civil Law permit 
the Acceſſuries of Murder to eſcape, any more than thoſe whoſe 


Hands were actually in it; whence Ulpian, upon the Julian Law, 


determines, It's all one whether 4 Man commit 4 Murder with hi 
own Hand, or be a Cauſe of, or Mover to.it, And amang the 1mperi- 
4] Laws of the Eaſtern Empire, it's declar'd, That hel who ſets on a- 
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not her to fill a Mau, is as much d Ahurderer; as be whom he empioys 


to fo wicked a Purpoſe. And our own Laws allow of uo Acceſſa- 


ries 5 all are Princapals in the Caſe of Murder. Now that Kings 
ſhould be murder'd at an eafier Rate, that their Blood ſhorld defile 4 
Lond, Jo than the Blood of other Men, few Men of Senſe will 
üppoſe : therefore This unhappy Land of ours, has not yer been 


| through! y purg'd, becauſe that Royal Blood of CHARLES the Mar- 
Ir, has not yet been thoroughly reveng'd on thoſe who ſhed it. 


But ſome may here be ready to ſay, Why do you talk at this 


| Jima of Day of revenging' the Blood of Charles the Ft, ſuppo- 5 


ing him never ſo much injur'd by his Rebels? Are not all thoſe 


dead now, who had their Hands in his Murder; and would you 


have the Sword devour for ever ? By no Means: I grant, that 
God has calPd moſt, if nor all the Principals in that horrid Mur- 


der, to his own dreadful Tribunal: Their Perſons, by the unſea- 


ſonable Clemency of the Martyr's Heirs and Sucoeſſors, a ve 


eſcap d the Penalties of our ancient and ſundamental Laws againſt 


ſuch Criminals ; and where any who were ſpar'd, or their Poſte- 
rity, have endeavour'd to make Compenſation for their former 
Wickedneſſes, by their zealous aſſerting our original Conſtitution 


both in Church and State, by ſteddy Adherence to the Doctrine and 
Diſcipline of the Church of England as by Law eſtabliſp d, and an 
tinſpaken Loyalty to their lawful Sovereigns, there Mercy aud Par- 


don were happily exhibited, and the pious Poſterity of ſueh Sin- 
ners ought to be always favour'd and protected. Hut alas! the 
Generation of thoſe Sacrilegious and Atheiſtical Rebels, are at this 


Day generally poiſon'd with the fame Popiſh, or indeed Helliſh 


Principles, which made Way for the great Rebellion, and for rhe 


conſequent exxcrable Murder of one of the beſt of Men and Prin- 


ces. The Derivation of the Power of Princes from the People, their 
being only the Peoples Truſtees, and, accountable to, and depoſable by 
them, when ever they think them guilty of Male-Adminiſtra- 


rion,the Lawfulneſs of reſiſting them by Force of Arms,of the Reaſons 


of doing which, they themſelves, the wiſe Populace, or their vil 


lainous Managers, are the only proper and competent 'Fudges,” Theſe, 


and "the ike Principles, are the Charafericks of Men given to 


change, of ſuch as neither fear God nor the king; wherever theſe 
Principles have been entertain d, Princes always ſat uneaſy on 


. . 4 te# dh 4 7:42 . 1 . 
their Thrones; and thoſe Princes who can confide in any who 


entertain ſuch deſperate Notions, muſt certainly be infatuated by 
Heaven to their own Deſtruction: They put Weapons into the 


Hands of mad Men, to cut their own Throats with; and may as 


reaſonably expect Chaſtity in common Whores, or Mercy from a 
Spaniſh Bravo, or Fidelity as Loyalty from Subjects tainred with 
ſuch Opinions. \ CADE e 


Timorous, ambitious, Popiſh, or Time-ſerving Clergy-men, may 


preach and ſeribble in Defence of ſuch abſazd,' eonfornding, and 
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perpetually. baffled Opinions; Lend and Atheiſtical Sta tes men, Who 
can eaſily ſhake Hands with Honcur and Honeſty, only that they 


may overturn Chriſtianity, by baffling or extirpating all its Fun- 
damentals ; ſparping and irreligious Lamyers, who, upon Occaſion, 
would readily undertake the Office of a Cook, or Doriſlaus, or Brad- 
ſhaw, againſt their preſent Sovereign, or 41.y other; and a debanch'd 
who are lead by the Noſe by ſuch; oracteſar State-Hereticks, may 
run into the ſame ridiculous, but, miſchievous Principles; and 
they are wonderfully agreeable to ſuch, whoſe immoral and irre- 


| Crew of careleſs, credulous, and nnthinking Gentlemen and Commoners, 


ligious practices have provok'd God to leave them entirely to 


their own fooliſh Counſels. Thoſe who truly fear God and the 


Kirg, can never be ſo deſerted, as ro fall into ſuch Errors them- 


 felves, or to favour ox encourage. them in others. Princes can 
never reign quietly, where ſuch, venomous , Notions prevail, as 
the fatal Experience of theſe Nations abundantly aſſures ns. 
They were Men of theſe, Principles, always difſatufy'd with the 
preſent, State of Things, and always wiſhing and endeavouring for 
4 Change; who gave Trouble to.that glorious Queen Elizabeth;and 
they had their Leicefer and Eſex; one, a leud intriguing De- 
| bauchee, the other, one of a popular, ambitious, and unquier 
jumqur to protect them: But that prudent and reſolute Queen 
would let neither Favourites, nor any buſy fallious Heads, either in 
or ont of Parliament, ſecure Men of ſuch Opinions from the Seve- 
rity of Law, nor ſeditions Pampbleteers. eſcape unpuniſÞ'd ; which 
| heroick Reſolution ſecur'd her Government, and made it and her 
Memory honourable to this Day, when thoſe pretend to celebrate 
her Birth-day with ſuch factious Pomp and Solemniry, who 
would have trembled at the very lifcing up of her Finger, I 
Wonder little at the Increaſe of thoſe who were given to change in 
the Reign of ber Succeſſor; his timorous and irreſolute Manage- 
ment encourag'd them, had he liv'd much longer, to the Ruin of 
himſelf and his Poſterity in a great Meaſurs, Cowardly Kine- 
Craft is but a poor Security for Government; and high Words, 
vvlthout a ſirong and ſtedd) Hand, work very flowly upon the Stub- 


 bornneſs of a Britiſh Temper, James the Firſt permitted himſelf, in 


his declining Days, to be. cajol'd into 1 War for the Palatinate, 
with mighty Promiſes of Supplies; The War, with an empty 


_ Exchequer, he bequeath'd to his Sin Charles the Firſt, of pious Me- 


mory ; but the Men given to change, having got him into the Toil, 


would give him no proportionable Supplies, but at the Rate of 
glving up his Frilnds to popular Malice without Reaſon, and permit- 


ting the Commons of England to meddle in thoſe Matters which 
wiſe Queen Elizabeth would not give them leave to touch upon, 
Never was any Nation more happy than this, in the Time of his 
arbitrary Government, as ſome Hing Sons of Impudence call it; yet 
the Men given to change, the glorious Patriots of thoſe Days, were 
. SR 1 5 always 
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always aſperſing both his Perſon and Government. The Mock-Af 
{embly of Divines charg'd him with de; ning to bring in Popery ; to 
the Errors of which he was no more reconcilable, than they were 
to religiows Truth and Honeſty, Even Coo, who exhibired that 
blaſphemous Charge againſt him before their High Court of Fuſtice, 
vindicates him from this impudent Calumny. I do not think, 
ſays he, that the King was a Papift, or that he deſign d to introduce 
the Pope's Supremacy in ſpiritua! Things into this Kingdom; nor do 1 
think that he did believe Tranſubſtantiation. God forbid I ſhould 
wrong the Dead. And for his genera! Abilities, the ſame Perſon 
gives him this Teſtimony: He was well known to 99 
be a great Student in ſiis hounger Days. He had Appeal, p. 30, 
more Learning and Dexterity in State-Affairs, un- 35. 1 
doubtedly, than all the Princes in Chriſtendom. Anek 
Lilly, that rebellious Star-gazer, declares of him, Monarchy or 
that he was no Papiſt, nor fa vaur d any of their Te- noMonarchy, 
nets. Now, a Man would wonder what Crimes p. 83. E 
a Prince ſo excellently qualify*'d, ſhould be gut © 
ty of, that could not be expiated but by his Blood, unleſs it were 
that which the ſame Ck told one Starky, That King Charles was 
as wiſe and gracious a King as ever ſate upon the Fng> 
liſu Throne; but he muſt die, and Monarchy with Tryal of ths 
him. Or, as others then expreſs'd themſelves, Regicides, p. 
They did not hate King Charles, but they hated Mo- 1 | IND 8 
aarchy and Government. — A Principle ſtill main: 
tain'd and propagated among 4 Party, of whom I had Occafion 
too often to obſerve, that in a late Reign they neither lov'd 
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old Libe 5 reviy'd, and many new ones publiſh'd, to 


bit the Good of ber People, and the Peace and Happineſs of the Church 
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vour be ſbewn to the Wicked, yet will be not Jealn Righreottſneſt; in 


the Land of Uprizltneſs will be deal jut, and not "behold the Ma- 


Jeſly of be Lird, Tſai. xxvi. 10. Were not fome of 'thofe who had 
deſtroy d huis Father, 7s defirous to be rid of him r not many 

0 Hll his Subh-dt; 
with. Jealouſies and Diſcontents ? Was not the Glory departed from 
Iſrael, and the Ark of God taken, when the barbarous Perſccutor; 
of their excellent Monarch, and of the lawfi Clergy of the eſtabliſo d 


_ Church of England, were thruſt out of their uſurp'd Eſt ates and 
 Benefices, by the Reſtauration of the Government both in Church 


and State? Was not that merciful Prince's Life purſu'd by feve- 
ra] Plots, eſpecially that of pril 26. 1666, when.Rathbone, Saur. 
ders, Tucker, F int, Evans, Miles, Weſcot, and Coles, were arralgnd, 
and condemn'd, and executed, for having contriv*d to murder his 
Majeſty, overthrow the Government, ſurprize the Tower, Fill the 
Lord-General, aid to fire the City of London, and lay it upon the 
Papiſts ; which Plot was to have been executed September 3. that 
ſame Year, and which ſome of the Crim nals, at their Death, de- 
clar'd xvould take Place ar the Time deſign'd, tho' themſe;ves were 
now taken off? And did nor the infamons Rye-Heuſe Pot bid 
very fair for the Deſtruct ion of the ſame Prince? Did nor Men 
of the ſame Humour, drive that unfortunate Prince James the 
Second npon thoſe Meaſures, by which he was undone 5 while 
thofe on whom he had laid the greateſt Obligations in the World, 
on Preteuce of what they never had, baſely betray'd him, and 


aeferted hin:? Were they better ſatisfy'd with 7 8 Mar) and 


King Will'am, the latter of whom they mov'd with a juſt Indig. 
nation to ſay, The Ezgliſo, if they could, would make their 
** Crown ſo mean a Thing, that the pooreft, Prince in German) 
would not venture his Life over the Seas to take it up.” as [ 
have frequently heard beyond Sea? Did not the ſame wiquiet 
Humour perſecute our late excellent Queen, who ſtudy'd nothing 
and State? Has not that admirable Princeſs met with the ſame 
Ingratitude for Kindneſs beſtaw'd, as her Grand. father, her Uncle, 
ard her Father did? Have we not ſeen her f:cred Aſhes inſulred, 
and ſome ſcaudalous Wretches charging her wich Deligns of intro- 
encing Papery, and à Pipiſn Prince into theſe Kingdoms, and ma- 
Ling her Death as great a Deliverance as the Abdication of her Fa- 
ther? But who can bring à clean Thing out ef an unclecn ? 
Can the Blackamore change his Skin, or the Legvard his ots ? Can 
eur preſent Sovereign hope for an y better Quarter from ſuch as are 
1 to change, than his Predeceſſors have met with ? Have none 

ere heard ſome declare, that if he did not came up to their Wiſhes, 


_ they ſoculd ſoon be as weary of bim as others? Vet, in ſpite of all 


the Compliments ſuch Men beſtow upon themſelves and him, 


who knows but God may haye raig'! another Prince, our preſent 
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1 gracious Sovereign, of the ſame Royal Line, who, in due Time, 

1 may purge theſe Kingdoms from the Guilt of Blood, and of all 


4 thoſe pernicious Vermin who are ſo given to change; ſince we may 
y be ſure, that the Judgment of ſuch Creatures now of 4 long Time 
ts lingereth not, and their Damnation ſumbereth not. A wiſe and 4 


n ag. icious Prince will ſoon find out ſuch as deſpiſe Dominion, and 
rs ſpeak Evil of Dignities, and will vindicate the Rights of the Monar- 


'd ch, and the Honotir and Memory of his glorious Predeceſſors from the 


il Dirt of ſcoundre] Libellers, and thoſe who go about with Lies, and 

ch are ever buſy to diſturb the ſtill Waters. Bs ' 

e- " We qught to remember, that that wicked Humour which ef- 

N- fected the unnatural Murder of Charles the Firſt, the Martyr | of : | 

a, this Day, ſubverted the then legal Government, and moulded us 

bis into an ill compacted Common-wealth, and almoſt ruin d Chriſtiquity 

he in theſe Nations. And while the Zealcts of the Age pretenfled 

he mightily to Reformation, they made the eftabiiſh'd Church of Eng- 

at land, once the Glory and Bulwark of the Reformation, a deſolate 

le- Heap ; and for one pure and holy Profeſſion, brought in an unac- 

re countable Hotch-Potch of ſuch falſe Doctrines and damnable Here- 

id ſies, as none but Devils could have invented, and none but the | 
en worſt of Men have propagared, Inſtead of beating down Popery, | 
the the Lord's Prayer was decry'd as an Idol; the Law and Goſpel as a ; 
ile dead Letter; the holy Trinity, as it is now, Was blaſphemouſly ridi- 

ld, eubd; the Immortality of the Soul, and conſequently, a ſuture 

nd Tudgment,deny'd ; the Neceſſity of good Works, or prattica] Holineſs, ; 
nd difown'd ; praying with Reverence, and preaching Truth or good | 
ig. Senſe, was carnal and b:ggarly; Charity was made chimerical, Chri- '1 
eir ſtian Obedience bateful, a rational Faith ſomething beneath a Saint. 44 
47% Sincerity downright Fooling, and Loyalty to our lamfu! Governors, 4 
8 J damnable. This was then the unhappy Effect of what ſome foo. c 
liel liſh People call'd Goſpel- Liberty; and Things are ſo now, and ever 

ng will be fo, ſolong as any meddle with, or liſten to Men of an un. 1 
rch fettled a, d diſtontented Humour, either in Religion or Politicks. While 1 
me they are ſo, it's impoſſible God ſhould ever be reconcil'd to „ = 
cle, and while he's unreconcil'd, even thoſe Things in which Po- = 

ech vidence ſeems moſt to ſmile upon us, will ſerve only to fot 6 

tr g- up atainft the Day of Slaughter, and to make our Judgment the 5 

na- more inſupportable at laſt. If we reflect on that prodigious 9 
Fa- Pride, Lnxury, Drunkenneſs, Prophaneneſs, thoſe Blaſphemies, Whore. = 
mn ? doms, Aduiteries, Perjuries, Murders, Cr ſings, that Oppreſſion, A- | 1 
Jan the i ſmn, Irreligion, God-mocking, and thoſe continual Provocations 1 
are of Heaven, greater yet tban formerly, what can we expect but _ 
one to be left to our ſelyes, to be left to curſe our God and our King, | 'v 
hes, and to deſtroy our ſelves for ever? God cannot pardon theſe | _ 
all Things, without extraordinary Humiliations, and a compleat Refor- 1 
im; mation, unleſs he'd renounce his own. Nature, 2 ſince = 
ſent they who pretend to ſtand in the Gap, are really the Peſ# of the ER 
ic * 3 ws ; Fw: 62, ITO OTE 3h : . Su WL * | Nation, | J 


I 7. 0 ay 


TE IE 


R 


1 8 ** 
1 4 
wo 77 | 3 1 
J 19 2 q 8 1 a 
n W bn g N. 


Er 
preach d, &c. 
Nation, the Shame of Religion, and the Abomination of Heaven. 
Our Calamities muſt riſe . ſuddenly, without unſeign d Repentance; 


if that interpoſe, the Wrath of Heaven may be diverted. But 
I'm ſure all our Pretences to Repentance, muſt be vain and Worth. 


« SA 


Jefs, unleſs as an Entrance into ſo good a Conrſe, we fear God and | 
 Fhe King, and have no Concern or Meddling with. thoſe who are given to 
are 


bange. Which God of his Mercy give us Grace to do. Amr, 
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838 . BOOKS printed for G. Sawbridge. = 
A N Anſwer to a Book, entitled, A ſhort and plain Way to 
FA the Faith and Church. Compos'd many Years ſince Ly 
Richard Huddleſton, of the Engliſh Congregation of the Order of 
St. Benedict And now publith'd by his Nephew John Huddleſſon, 
of the ſame Congregation, in order to gain Proſelytes to the 
Church of Rome, Heng a neceſſary Preſervative for all Perſons 
againſt Popery. The Second Edition. By Samue! Graſcome, a 
Prieſt of the Church of England. Price bound 2 5s. 6d. 
©, Spes Fidelium Or, The Believer's Hope. Being an Epiſtolary 
Diſſertation, wherein the Doctrine of the Milſenninm, or the 
Thouſand-Vears Reign of Chriſt with the Faithful upon Earth, is 
aſſerted, and prov'd from the holy Scriptures of both Teſtaments, 


(as interpreted by the moſt primitive Fathers of the Church) to 


be an orthodox Doctrine. With a full Anſwer to the principal 
Objections of the moſt ſtrenuous Oppoſers thereot, both ancient 
and modern. By a Preſbyter of the Church of England. Price 
bound 25. 6 d. * NE. „ 
The Character of a Primitive Biſhop, in a Letter to a Nor. 
Juror. Wherein is contain'd, I. AVindication of rhe prelent 


Church of England, in Poſſeſſion, from the modern Imputation 


of Schiſm, on Account of the late depriv'd Biſhops, II. A Jufti- 
fication of the late Conduct of the ſaid depriv'd Biſhops, as ne- 


ceſlary in the late Circumſtances of the Church, and conforma- 


: ble to rhe primitiye Practice of their truly glorions Predeceſlory | 


to prevent a Schiſm. III. An Examination; of a new Hyporhe- 
Tis, viz. of keeping up, as they ſay, the Church, and Separation 
from the publick Communion, after the Demiſe of the depriv'd 
Biſhops, by Preſbyters, *rill they can procure ne Conſecrations, 
ox a ney Succeſſion to head them; which is proy'd to be unne- 
ceſfary, and contrary to all Rules of Chriſtianity, the Canons 
and Practice of the Church, &c. In the Proſecution . of which, 
IV. Many Arguments and Motiyes are propos'd to the ſeparate 
| Members of this Church, for their Return to the publick Commu: 
nion . of it. The Second Edition, with an Appendix. By 3 
Freſpyter of the Church of England, Prige bound 3 , 6 f, 
233.949 
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